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ADVERTISEMENT 

- TO THE POUKTH EDITION. 



The first edition of the following little book 
was published in 1825. The author of it is 
not aware, that, at that time, any work on the 
subject had been prepared on the plan which 
he adopted. He does not, however, claim 
the merit of originality. He recollects to have 
read, in one of the periodicals of the day [the 
United States Literary Gazette], some judi- 
cious remarks on the subject, written, as he 
has* since learned, by Mr. Carter, of Lan- 
caster, the author of several excellent works 
on geography, which, it is probable, first called 
his attention to the defects in the common 
methods of treating this subject. 

Having, at that time, several young children 
under his care, who were about to commence 
the study of geography, he at once set himself 
to prepare a series of questions and answers, 
on what he conceived to be an improved plan. 
Instead of requiring the pupil to commit to 
memory a table of definitions at the very out- 
set, the definition, in each instance, was made 



to follow the thing defined. Instead, for ex- 
ample, of beginning with the spherical form of 
the earth, the pupil was carried by regular 
steps round the earth, and in this way made to 
see for himself that the eartli is actually round. 
This is what is called the inductive metliod, 
the adoption of which, in the other branches 
of'science^ has contributed so essentially to 
the improvement of our schools. 

The work he prepared on this plan, was of 
very humble pretensions, it having been no 
part of the author's design to give a complete 
system, in an abridged form, of the subjects to 
which it relates. It was simply what it pro- 
fessed to be— Easy Lessons in Geography and 
History; designed not to be a substitute for 
other works of the kind, but rather to serve as 
an introduction to others. 

As it respects the present edition, which, as 
it is stereotyped, is intended to be of a per- 
manent form, the author trusts that it will be 
found to be an improvement pa the former 
editions. The whole work has been re-written 
and considerably enlarged, and the catecheti- 
cal form, which was at first adopted, has been 
exchanged lor the familiar conversation, or 
the continued narrative, accompanied with 
questions, either interspersed through the 



work, oc, as in the case with the Second Part, 
placed at the bottom of the page. These 
changes, though they may not lessen the labor 
of the teacher, will, it is believed, render the 
book more attractive to the pupil, and thereby 
facilitate his progress. 

The teacher is earnestly requested to attend 
to th^ directions which will be found scattered 
in various parts of the book ; as, otherwise, the 
design of the author will be, in a great measure, 
frustrated. He is particularly anxious that the 
mediod he has recommended, in regard to 
the use of maps and the black board, should 
be tested by a fair experiment, wherever this 
book may be used. 

Large maps, suited to accompany this work, 
may easily be prepared by the teacher, or some 
of the older scholars in the school, or purchased 
at a trifling expense, to remain the property 
of the district. These, hung up on the side of 
the room, or suspended on a frame, placed in 
front of the class, may be used without incon- 
venience by tlie whole class, without the ne- 
cessity of handling them. Used in this way, 
they will last many years, instead of becoming 
soon soiled and torn, as is apt ta be the case 

with maps put into the hands of young children. 

1* 



The Elements of Linear Drawing were 
prefixed to the second edition, and are re- 
tained in the present, from a belief, founded 
on the writer's observation and experience, 
that they furnish a very pleasant and useful 
exercise, even for quite young children, with 
the slate or the black board, and form ap ap- 
propriate introduction to the study of geogra- 
phy and the drawing of maps. 

The First Part of the Easy Lessons is de- 
signed to lead the pupil, by gentle and easy 
gradations, from - a knowledge of places with 
which he isfamiliar, to clear and definite views 
of the form and general divisions of the earth, 
and of a few of the simplest elements of 
astronomy, such as may be intelligible and 
interesting to young children. 

The Second Part contains sketches of the 
history of New England, relating particularly 
to its first settlement by the English, and their 
wars with the Indians, with which every 
American youth should be familiar from his 
earliest years. 

Such as it is, the work is presented to the 
public, in the hope that it may prove a slight 
contribution to the cause of good learning. 

• J>f(nihbor(mgh, Nov. 1st, 1831. 
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LINEAR DRAWING. 



SECTION I. 

1. What is a straight Ime? 

It is a Ime that is drawn wholly in one di- 
rection, without turning either way. Or, it 
is a line that is drawn from one point to 
another the nearest way. If it is not straight, 
it must be longer. 

[Let the pupil divide a straight line into 2, '3, 4, or 
any number of equal parts.] 

2. What is a horizontal line ? 

It is a line that is drawn level, neither up 
nor down. The surface of the water in a 
pond, or a bowl, when it is still, is horizontal. 

3. What is a perpendicular Ijne ? 

It is a line that is drawn up and down 
without leaning either way. If I fasten a 
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weight to one end bf a string, and hold it by 
the other end, so that it can swing freely , 
when it becomes still the string will be per- 
pendicular. 

4. What is an oblique line ? 

It is one that leans any way from a perpen* 
dicular. 

[Let the pupil be required, not only to draw the abore 
on hie slate or paper, but also to hold his slate, or book, 
or rule, in the positions described.] 

6. What are parallel lines? -- 

They are lines drawn along- 
side of eafch other, and which 
keep just as far apart all the 
way. If they are drawn ever 
so far, they will never meet 

6. When is one line perpendicular 
to another ? , \ 

When it is di*awn in such a manqer ^ 
as not to lean to one side of it more 
than to the other. 

7. How is an angle formed ? 
It is formed by two straight. 

lines that meet each other in a 
point, but are not in the same 
straight line. The comer of the slate repre- 
sents an angle.' Angle means comer. 

[Let the nature of an an^le be illustrated by a pair 
of dividers, or by two rules.] 




< 





8. When is it a 'right angle? 
When it is made by two straight 

lines, one of which is perpendicular 
to the other. 

9. When is it an acute angle ? 
When it is less than a right 

angle. Acute means sharp, 

10. When is it an 
obtuse an^e i 

When It is larger 
than a rieht angle. Obtuse means bltmt. 

11. What are the lines that make ap angle 
called } 

TOiey are called the sides. 

12. Will it make the angle larger to length- 
en the sides P 

It will tiot ; an angle is measured by the 
opening of the sides, and not by their length. 
The comer of the slate is just the same, wheth- 
er the slate be large or small. 



SUCTION II. 

1 3. How IS a triangle formed } 
By drawing a straight line 

from one of the sides of an an- 
gle to the other side. 

14. How many sides and an- 
gjles, then, will there be in a tri- 
angle? 
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15. If the three sides ar€ equal, 
what is it called? 

An equilateral triangle. 



16. If two of the sides are equal, what is 
it called.' 

An isosceles triande. 

17. If all the sicfes are unequal, what is it 
called i 

A scalene triangle. 

18. What is a right-angled 
triangle i 

It is when one of the an- 
gles is a right angle. 

19. What is an obtuse- 
angled triangle ? 

It is when, one of the an- 
gles is an obtuse angle. 

20. What is an acute-angled triangle ? 

It is when all^the angles are acute angles. 

JVbte. Where no figure accompaniei the queition, the 
pupil ii expected to find one to which it wUl apply. 

21. How is a par- 




zJ. now IS a par- /" 
allefegram formed? / 

T\v firct • HraTOinor ■ 



By first drawing 



two parallel lines, and then crossing them by 
two other parallel lines. 

22. How many sides and angles, then, has a 
parallelogram ? 

23. When the angles are 
all right angles, what is it 
called? 
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A rectangle. 

34. When the angles are all rieht 
angles, and the sides all equal, what 
is It called } 

A square. 

25. When the sides are all equal, 
but the an^es are not right angles, 
what is it called } 

A rhomb or lozenge. 

26. What is a diagonal line? 

It is a straight line, drawn from one angle 
of a figure that has more than three sides, to 
an opposite angle. 

JVote. The inttraeter thotikl mj the qiieitioiu in 
this manner: What is a triangUf a parauidogramf a 
r9cttmgUf &c. 




SKCTIOK III. 

27. How is a circle formed? 

By drawing a line equaDy^ 
distant in every part from a 
point called the centre. The 
space enclosed by this line is a 
circle. The line so drawn is 
the circumference of the circle. And any 
straight Ime drawn from the centre tp the 
circumference is a radius. If there are more 
than one, they are called radii. The rim of 
a wheel represents tlie ciicumference, and tibe 
spokes the radii. 
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28. What is the diameter of a circle ? 

It is a straight line drawn from one side to 
the other through the centre. 

29. What is an arc of a circle ? 
Any part of its circumference. 

30. W hat is a semicircle ? 

Half of a circle cut off by the diameter. 
SI.* What is a qtiadrant ? 
A quarter of a circle. 

32. How many degrees are contained in a 
circle? 360. How many in a semicircle? 
How many in a quadrant? 

33. If you draw two diameters to a ctfcle, 
one perpendicular to the other, what ang^ 
will they mftke 1^ the oantre ? 

Four right angles, add the drcte wiQ be <S- 
vided into four quarters or quadrants. 

34. dow many decrees will be contained in 
each of the right an^s or quadrants ? 

Nmety degrees. 

36, Why ninety ? 

Because 90 is one quarter of 360, the num- 
ber of degrees m a circle. 

36. If a right acig^e contains ninety degrees^ 
how many are contained in an acute angle I 
How many in an obtuse angle ?* 

* Let the pupil be reminded of tHe definitions of an 
MQte and an oBtiue angrle, if he m at a loas what answear 
to gira te tho«B quQitiosB. Tho fetiowing eaiy toafifanA 
of making circlet, without the aid of diyidera, ia contain* 
jra tn a valttable little work, entitled An tntrodttetim to 
lAnmr Dramng-y in uie in the Motihorial School in 
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37. Have aD circles the same number of 
degrees ? 

They have ; the smallest circles contain 
360 decrees, and the largest ccmtw no more. 

38. What is a sphere ? 

A sphere is a solid body that is round like a 
globe or ball 

39. What is the diameter of a sphere.^ 

A straight line that passes througn the Centre 
fipom one side to the other. 
. 40. What is the radium of a sphere ? 

A line drawn from the surface to the centre. 
The surface is the &iUnde of any thing. 

41. What is the circumferience of a sphere? 
* A line that passes round it in One direction, 
so as to divide the surface mto two equal 
parts. If the sphere should be cut into two 
equal parts where this line passed cfver it, each 
of the parts would be a hemisphere, or half t, 
globe. . 

Note, The nature of the circle and sphere 
can easily be explained by an e^pj^rienc?4 
mstructer, by meana of figures drawn on a s^te 
or p^tper J or, as respects the latter, by means 
of % i^be, or, if that cannot be pbtaiued, by 
means of a bali^ or an orange, or apple. 
• 

Utiawi t4« iknwb and foT^Jiv^tT, pressinj^ tie naUtf 
thtfoTB finger hard upon uU Itate or pofer, and thm 
tium Ae Mau round. 






EASY LESSONS. 



PART I. 

1 

^ • 

dKOORAPHT, WITH S(SMt OF THE FIRST PRIN- 
CIPLES OF ASTRONOMT. 



SECTION I. 



You have now learned, dear childreli, how 
to draw di^erent sorts of lines, and angles, aiid 
figures, and to call them by their proper names. 
Can you tell me what is the shape of this 
room ? How many comers, or angles has it ? 
How many sides ? Wh6t is the length of tMs 
room ? What is its breadth ? 

[Here let the teacher apply a rule or line to the tides 
<^ the room, and endeavor to give the pupil a correct 
idea of distance. Let the pupil also be required to 
draw the picture of the room (the ftoor) on a ilate or 
black board -, and ihow how the several lines and an- 
^es in the picture represent the sides And comers of 
tne room.] 

The picture you have drawn is a map of 
this room. Can you teU me what is a map ? 
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^a^mm .^^^^ '^^m^ I 



We will now draw a map or picture of a 

f)iece of ground much lai'ger than this room, 
arge enough for a garden. Let it be four rods 
square, tliat is, four rods long, and four rods 
wide, A rod is 16^ feet, or 5^ yards. How 
many little squares will there be, each one rod 
long, and one rod wide? 

Her^'is a map of a garden 
four rods square. Each cSl these 
little squares is a square rod ; so 
that there are 16 square rods in a 

Eiece of ground four rods square. 
f you ^multiply the length by 
the breadth, it vm give the measure of the 
land. How much are four times four? 160 
square rods make 1 acre. 

If each rod were a mile, how many miles 
would there be ? A mile is 320 rods. 

In a piece of ground 5 rods square, how 
many square rods ? 6 rods square ? 10 rods 
square ? &c. 

Here is ia map of a 
piece of ground 6 rods 
loDg and 4 rods wide. 
How many square rods 
does it contain ? 6 times 
4 are how many? What 
would be its shape ? 

In a piece of ground 12 rods long and IX) 
rods wide ? 

In a piece of ground 5 miles long and 3 
miles wide? 



•^mmi^ mrnrn^^^ ^b^-^ mhi^m^ «vMM^ ^hbbm 
j^^^ - I <i I II < I ^*w» 

^^^^» ^^^^ a^^^^ ^k^M^ t^m^^ ^m^^^ 



*^ 


• 


— 


— 


— 




, 




— 
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Hete is the map of a piece 
of oound 5 miles long Bni4 
miles wide. Thid is lai^ 
enough to make a townsl^p. 
How niimysquar^ miles does 
it contain ? 

If there is land enough in each of these little 
squares to make 10 fooofl, how many ftnns 
would there be b all ? 10 times 20 are how 
many ? 

SECTION ir. 

[Hen Ut the teacher show the pupil a map of the 
town in which he liret, drawn either on paper or on a 
black board, with which every aeheol ahould be fin^ 
nithed. Tint map the whole clan ahould be n^piired 
to copy frequently on the slate, which should be coo- 
sidered as indispensable fbr every child who is old 
enough to attena school. Maps of the county, state, 
dbe. should also be repeatedly drawn by the clase, till 
the outlines of each are indelibly fixed in their minds.] 

When you look on a map, you must remem- 
ber that the upper part is north, the lower 
part south, tlie east cm your right hand, the 
west on your left. 

Which is your right hand ? left ? ^ Point to 
the north, roint to the east ; south ; west. 

Which, is north on the map of this town ? 
Which is east ? 

How can you tell which way is east, &c. i 

North, east, south and west, are called the 
four cardinal points. N. stamds for north, E. 
for east, S. for south, W. for west. 



- 
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The four points which are half way between 
the four caramd points are called north-east 
and south-east, north-west and south-west. 
NE. stands for north'-east ; SE. for south-east; 
NW. for north-west ; and SW. for south-west 



NW. N. 



W. 
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NB. 



This figure repre- 
sents the eight pnnci- 
''* pal pomts of compass, 



used in geography. 



8W. 



8E. 



What is the name of this town ? 

Why was it called by this name ? 

A town is a tract of land contsdnmg a num- 
ber of inhabitant:^, who meet together to chpose 
their own officers, such as a town clerk, select- 
men, school committees, be. These and other 
frivileges are granted to them by the General 
!ourt, by an act of incorporation, which makes 
them a town. 

When was this town incorporated, or made 
a town? 

How old is it, then ? 

What was it before it was incorporated ? 

[Thoie, and other qaestions, which are not accom- 
panied by answers, are designed for the teacher, who, 
of course ) must give the pupil the information necessa 
ry to lead him to the appropriate answers.] 

2* 
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What is the length of this town ? 

What is its breaddi ? 

How much is a mile? 

How far must you travel from this pbce, to 
go a mile ? 

How maay square miles are there m this 
town? 

What are the principal hills or mountains in 
this town ? 

What are the rivers or brooks ? 

What are the ponds of lakes ? 

[Let the pupil be required to draw these in their prop- 
er situations on the map of the town.] ^ 

What becomes of the water in the streaais 
that run through this town ? 

Can you tell what makes the water run in 
the rivers and brook's ? 

What is the population of this town ? 

What do you understand by the population 
of a place ? 

How many churches or meeting-houses are 
there in this town ? 

What other public buildings are there ? 

How .many school districts? 

How many children attend school in this 
town any part df the year? 

Can you tell me now what is a town ? 

What is necessary to make a town ? 
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SUCTION in. 



What are the principal roads- in this town? 

How would you draw a picture of a road on 
the map ? 

By drawing two parallel lines near together*^ 
in the direction the road runs. 

What are parallel lines ? 

What is the use of roads ? 

When a river, or a brook crosses the ro^, 
what is commonly built over it ? 

If you should travel on the road that leads 
to the north, what town would you first come 
to? 

That which leads to the east ? south ? west? 
&c. 

Are there any other towns that join on this 
town? 

This town, then, is shut in, or surrounded by 
several other towns, that enclose or bound it on 
every side. Can you tell me now what are 
the boundaries of this town ? 

Are there any other towns beyond these that 
you have mentioned ? 

Can you tell me the names of any others ? 

There is one town where the people of this 
and other towns go to attend court; where 
there is a court-house and a jail : can you tell 
me what town that is ? 

In what direction is it from this town ? 

How far is it from this town 
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The place where the courts are held is called 
the shire-town of the county. To what county 
does this town belong ? 

How many towns are there m this county ? 

What is a county ? 

A county commonly consists of several towns 
or districts, united together for various pur- 
poses. A number of towns form a county. A 
number of counties form a state. , 

Here is a map or picture of this county ; 
which is the north ? &c. In what direction is 
it longest? how many miles m length? in 
breadth ? 

How is it bounded on the north ? 

How many inhabitants are there in this 
county ? 

Is this county level or hilly ? 

What are the names of the principal hills or 
mountains in this county ? 

Where are they ? 

What are the principal rivers ? 

In what direction do they run ? 

What becomes of the water in these rivers ? 

What canals, rail-roads, &c., are there in 
this county ? 

What is a canal ? a rail-road ? 

Can you tell me now what is the meaning 
of shire-town 1 

What is a county ? 



Si 



SSGTION IV. 



Tou hav6 now told me in what town and 
ooanty you live: can you now tell me wbii;t is 
the name of this state ? 

Here is a map or picture of this state. Which 
side is north? &c. Which way is it longest? 

How many miles long is it ? 

How many miles wide ? 

What are the names of some of the principal 
towns in this state ? 

What is the chief town or capital oi this 
state? 

How far, and m what direction, is it firom this 
town? 

Have you ever been to the capital of this 
state? 

What did jrou see there ? 

Whijch i3 the largest town or city in this 
st^te? ... 

How many inhabitants does it oxitain ? 

How many inhabitants are there in this 
state? 

How many counties are there in this state ? 

What are their names ? , 

What are the principal niountuns ? rivers ? 
llftkes? canals? rail-roads? colleges? 

Who is the governor of this state ? ^ 

What joins this, state on the noith ? east ? 
south? west? 

What then are the boundaries of this state? 
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What is a state ? 

A state is a part of a nation that has a sep- 
arate government, the people being allowed to 
choose their own rulers, but it is subject b 
some things to the general government of the 
nation. 



SECTioir y. 

To what nation or general government does 
this state belong ? 

Here is a map of the United States of Amer- 
ica. 

Which is the northern part? the eastern 
part ? the southern ? the western ? 

In what part of the Ur^ited States do we live ? 

Can you find the place on the map ? 

Look now at the northern part oi the map, 
and tell me what you see. ; 

How many great lakes are there north of tiie 
United States ? 

Mention their names, beginning at the north* 
western part. 

What is a lake? « ^ 

A lake is a large collection of fresh water, 
mosdy, or entirely surrounded by land. A 
salt water lake is called a sea. A valley filled 
with water would be a lake. 

What great falls are there between lakes Erie 
and Ontario ? 

[Let the teacher describe these falls^ 
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Jn what direction does the water of these 
lakes run ? 

What river joins lake Ontario on the north ? 

What becomes of the water in this river? 

What is a river ? 

A river is a large stream of inland water. 
Small streams are called rivulets or br^ks. A 
river is made up of many litde brooks, which 
cun into itf^ and all the rivers run into the 
ocean. 

By what two cities does the river St Law- 
rence run ? 

Montreal and Quebec. 

What countries Be north of these lakes, and 
the fiver St^ Lawrence ? < 

You see on the map, that the river St. Law*- 
rence empties itself inta the ocean ; the place > 
where it joins the pcean is caUed.the mouth of 
the river ; can you tell me why it is called tAe 
mouth? ^^ 

Some riverd have several mouths^ 

The place where a river begins is called its 
soj/Lrcej or fountain head. All rivers niA into 
the ocean. 



SECTION VI. 



You c|tn see only a small part of the ocean 
on the map of the United States. It is a vast 
coUecfioil of .waters, which cover nearly three 
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euaiters of the surface of the earth. What is 
Uie name of that part of the ocean which you 
see on the map? 

Chi which side of the United States is it ? 

The land which lies next to the ocean is 
called the sea«coa8t.*-rIn what direction does 
die coast bf the United States run? 

You may begin at the north-east^m part, 
and tell me the names of all the states that lie 
on the sea-coast. 

, How far do the United States extend, from 
north to south ? ' ' 

From Canada and Nova Sootiia to the g^lf 
ti Mexico, about 1700 miles. 

Does the coast of the United States run in a 
strakht line ibm NE. to SW. ? 

You see that in some places the ocean runs 
into the land, and in other places the lahd runs 
into the ocean. What b it called when the 
qieean runs into the land ? 

A bay,' gulf, or sea. 

What is it called when the land runs into the 
ocean? • 

A cape. 

Wbere a part of the ocean is almost entirely 
shut in by the land, so as to make a good place 
for ships to be sheltered from the storm, what 
is it called ? 

A harbor, or haven. 

If you were to sail in a ship aloi^ the coast 
rf the United States, fiom l>nS. to »W., what 
great gulf would you ocme to south df Florida? 
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What is a gulf? 

It is a large bay. If it is very large, it is 
sometimes called a sea. 

You could sail from the gulf of Mexico up 
the river Mississippi, the largest river in the 
United States. This river, which was once the 
western boundary of the United States, is 4000 
miles long, and about a mile wide at its mouth. 

What state lies partly on the eastern and 
partiv on the western side of the river? 

What state lies wholly on the western ride ? 

What territory joins the river Missisapp on 
the western ride ? 

How far does the United States' territory 
e^Uend towards the west ? 

From the Atlantic to -the Pacific ocean, 
about 3000 miles. 

In sailing up the river Missisrippi, what large 
ci^ will you nrst pass ?. 

In what state is New Orleans? 

What state lies next to Louisiana, on the 
east aide of the Misaisrippi river ? 

What othtiar states border on the river on the 
•astride? 

Which way does the Misrisrippi run ? 

What large river runs into the Missisrippi 
^between Kentucky and Illinois? 

What three states are north-west of the 
Ohio? 

What are the boundaries of the United 
States, beginning at tbemorth ? , 
3 



26 



SECTION VII. 



There are four principal divisions of the 
United States — ^the New England States ; the 
Middle, the Southern, and the Western States. 

Which are the New England States ? 

Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massa- 
chusetts, Connecticut, and Rhode Island. Six 
in all. 

Which are the Middle States ? 

New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and 
Delaware. Four in all. 

Which are the Southern ? 

Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Georgia, and Alabama. Six in all. 

Which ^e the Western ? 

Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Kentucky, Tennes- 
see, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Missouri. Eight 
in all. .. 

How many states, then, are there belonging 
to this nation ? 6, 4, 6, and 8 are how many ? 

What is the capital of the United States ? .' 

The city of Washington, in the district of 
Columbia, between the states of Maryland and 
Virginia. 

At the city of Washington there is a large^ 
and beautiful building called the Capitol, where 
the Congress meet to make' laws. The presi- 
dent of the United States, and many other 
officers of the government also commonly reside 
there. 
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Who is the president of the United States ? 

Who is vice-president ? 

What is the Congress ? 

In what direction is Washington from this 
place ? 

How for is it ? 

Is the city of Washington on the sea coast ? 

On what river is it ? 

On the Potomac. 

What mountains in the United States run 
nearly parallel with the sea-coast ? 

The Allegany mountains, 

What are mountains ? 

Mountains are high hills, or ranges of high 
hills. 

What other long range of mountains runs 
through the United States' territory, nearly 
parallel with the Paqfic ocean ? 

The Rocky mountains. 

What is the name of the territory east rf 
the Rocky mountains ? 

The Missouri territory. 

What is the name of the territory west of 
the Rocky mountains ? m 

The Oregon territory. 

What two great rivers begin on the Rocky 
mountains ? 

The Missouri on the eastern side, and the 
Columbia on the western, side. 

Into what .ocean does the Columbia river 
flow? 

With what river is the Missouri united ? 
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Into whdt gulf does it flow ? 

With what ocean is the gulf of Mesuco con- 
nected? 

How many mbabitants are there in the 
United States ? • 

Twelve millions, of, whom about two mil- 
lions are slaves. 



SECTION VUX. 

In what part of the world are the Umtid 
States? 

In North America. 

Here is a map of North Ammca (^a map 
of the yirestem hemisphere, or of the worl4 
would answer the purpose). 

How far does North America extend towards 
the north ? 

it is not known. On account of the extreme 
cold) the northern parts have not been fully 
explored. 

IL)w far does it extend towards the south ? 

W extends to the gulf of Mexico, and the 
isthmus of Darien. 

What is an isthmus ? 

An isthmus is a narrow strip of land between 
two parts of a continent, or between a continent 
and a peninsula. 

What ocean is on the east ? 

What ocean is on the west ?' 
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How, then, is North America bounded ? 

What countries lie north of the United 
States ? 

Upper and Lower Canada, Greenland, and a 
large tract of country inhabited by the Indians. 

What coantries lie south of the United 
States? 

Mexico and Guatimala. 

What islands are ^und in the gulf of Mexico 
and the Caribbean sea ? 

The West Indies. 

What is an island ? 

An island is a- portion of land e^ntirely sur- 
rounded by water. 

What is a place called if it is almost sur- 
rounded by water ? 

A peninsula. 

Can you drkw an island and a peninsula on 
your slate ? or find one on the map ? 

What land lies south of the gulf of Mexico 
and the Caribbean sea ? 

South America. 

What is the north-western part of South 
America called ? 

The Republic of Colombia. 

What large country on the eastern side of 
South America ? 
• • Brazil. 

What country south-west of Brazil ^ 

The United rrovinces. 

What country lies south of the United Prov- 
inces? 
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Pat9gc^a* 

What is the southern extremity of South 
America called ? 

Cape Horn. 

Is cape Horn jomed to the main land ? 

It is not ; it is the southern extremity of the 
island of Terra del Fuego. 

How is Terra del Fuego connected with the 
mam land ? 

By the straits of Mageffan. 

What is a strait ? 

A strait is a narrow passage of water between 
two seas, or between a sea and the ocean. 

What countries lie on the western coast of 
South America ? 

Patagonia, Chili, Bolivia, Peru, and Colom- 
bia. ) 

Where is Amazonia? 

Where is Guiana ? 

What three; lai^e rivi^rs are Uiere on the 
eastern coast of South America ? 

The Amazon, the La Plata, and the Oro- 
noko. The Amazon is the largest river in the 
world. 

What great range of mountains is there in 
Soutli America ? 

The Andes, which appear to be a contmua- 
tion of the Rocky mountains m North Ameriga, 
and which extend through the whole of South 
' America. Chimborazo, a part of the Andes, 
in Peru, is more than four miles high, and is 
the highest mountain m America. 
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What are North and South America, when 
taken together, called ? 

The American Continent, or the New Worid. 

What is a continent ? 

A continent is a very large extent of land, 
not entirely separated by water. 



SECTION IX. 

Africa, 

We will now leave the continent of America, 
and go east, across the Atlantic ocean. What 
shall we find on the other side of the ocean ? 

Another vast extent of land, csdled the Old 
World, or the Eastern Continent, to distinguish 
it from America, which is called the ^ew 
World, or the Western Continent. 

How many miles wide is the Atlantic ocean ? 

About 3000 miles. 

What part of the Old World lies nearest to 
America? 

The south-western part, which is called Af- 
rica. 

What large sea Kes north of Africa ? 

The Mediterranean sea. 

What sea and ocean are east of Africa ? 

The Red*sea, and tlie Indiari ocean. 

What is the southern extremity of Africa 
called? 
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The cape of Good Hope. 

Whicli is farthest south, the cape of Good 
Hope or cape Horn ? 

What part of the great ocean is south of the 
cape of Good Hope ? 

What, then, are the boundaries of Africa ? 

From what country did the negroes, or black 
people, come ? 

From Africa. Most of them were stolen 
from their parents by white men, who brought 
them to this country and made slaves of. them. 

Do you think it was right to treat them in 
this way ? 

Why not ? 

What country is hf the north-eastern part of 
Africa? 

Can you tell me who once lived in Egypt ? 

What account can you give of Joseph ? of 
Moses? 

Can you go by water all the way from 
America to Egypt? 

What ocean and sea must you pass over? 

How is the Mediterranean sea connected 
with the Atlantic ocean ? 

Which way is it from America to the Eastern 
Continent, or the Old World ? 
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SECTION X. 

Europe. 

What country lies north of the Mediterranean 
sea? 

Europe, the country from whiqh our fore- 
fathers came. Most of them came from Great 
Britain, in. the NW. part of Europe. 

Is Great Britain a part of the continent ? 

What is it, then ? 

Why is it called an island ? 

What separates it from the contment ? 

What is the , southern part of Great Britain 
called ? England. 

What is the northern part called ? Scotland. 

What lai^e island is west of Great Britaui? 
Ireland. 

What is the capital of Great Britain ? 

London, which ccmtains more than a mUlion 
of bhahitants, and is the lai'gest and wealthiest 
city in the civilized world. 

W ho is now the king of Great Britain ? 

What are the inhabitants of Great Britain 
caljed ? They are called Englishmen, or the 
English. 

What country is on the opposite side of the 
straits of Dover ? France. 

What is the capital of France ? 

Paris, which is a very rich and beautifiil city, 
about two thirds as large as London. 
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Who is the king of France ? 

What are the inhabitants pf France called ? 

They are called Frenchmen, or the French. 
General Lafayette came from France. 

Where do the Spaniards live ? 

What is the capital of Spain ? 

Who is king of Spain ? 

What mountains separate Spain from France ? 

Where is Italy^? 

What is the shape of Italy ? 

What is the capital of Italy ? 

• Rome. The inhabitants of Italy used to be 
called Romans, and spoke the Latin language. 
The pope lives in Rome. 

What is the pope ? 

Where do the Greeks live ? ' 

Jn a country called Greece, which is the 
southern part of Turkey, running into the Med- 
iterranean sea. 

Where is Turkey ? 

What is the capital of Turkey ? 

Constantinoplej where the sultan or chief 
ruler of the Turks resides. Raisins and figs 
are brought from Turkey. 

What are raisins ? 

Raisins are dried grapes, and figs grow on 
trees like pears or peaches. 

What country is in the nortli-eastem part of 
Europe ? Russia. 

What is the capital of Russia ? 

St. Petersburg, where the emperor lives. 

What is an emperor ? 
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Who is the emperor of the Russians ? 
What large country is east of Europe and 
Africa? 

What, then, are the boundaries of Europe ? 



SECTION XI. 



Asia. 

You see by the map, that Asia is much larger 
than Europe or Africa. Can you tell me what 
course 1 must take to go from America to Asia 
by water ? 

Can I go to Asia through the Mediterranean 
se^? 

What part of Asia lies on die eastern shore 
of the Mediterranean sea ? 

Palestine, or the Holy Land, where most of 
the persons lived whom we read about. in the 
Bible. The city of Jerusalem is in Pales- 
tine. , 

What country lies south of Palestine ? 

Arabia, a country which produces coffee and 
spices. Mahomet lived in Arabia. 

What sea lies between Arabia and Egypt ? 

What remarkable event once happened at 
the Red sea ? 

What ocean is sbuth of Arabia ? 

What very large island is there east of the 
Indian ocean P 
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New Holland, which is nearly as lar^e as all 
Europe, and is sometimes called a continent. 

What islands are between New Holland and 
Asia? 

The East India islands, from which our mer- 
chants bring spices. The southern part of Asia 
is also sometimes caHed the East Indies. 

If we should sail from the Indian ocean in a 
north-easterly course, between these islands, 
what country should we come to on the south- 
eastern part of Asia i 

China, which is the most easterly part of the 
Old World. The merchants bring teas and silks 
from Canton, a lai^e city of China. 

Can you tell me how the silk is made ? 

The threads of the silk are spun by a lam 
worm^ called the silk-worm, which feeds on toe 
leaves of the mulberry tree. 

What is tea made of? 

It is made of the leaves of a atnall tree, or 
shrub; which are gathered and dried, and pack- 
ed up in boxes to be sold. 

Can you now tell me the names and situation 
of the threid great divisions of the Eastern Con- 
tment, or Old World ? 

Yes : Africa on the south-west; Europe on 
the nortli-west ; and Asia on the east. These 
are sometimes called quarters of the globe. 
America forms the fourth quarter. 

Which is the largest, Europe, Africa, or 
Ana? 

Which is the smallest division ? 



37 



SECTION XII. 



You have now learned sometliing of America, 
or the New World, and of the Eastern Coiiti* 
nent, or the Old World. Do you remember 
what ocean lies between America and the' 
Eastern Continent? 

When you have reached the eastern extrem- 
ity of the Eastern Continent, could you go still 
farther east? 

Yes : I could sail across the Pacific ocean. 

Yes : if you should continue sailing east from 
China, on the Pacific ocean, you would come 
at length to the western coast of America, and 
then you could continue to travel still farther 
east, across the American continent, till you 
c&me back to the place firom which you set 
out: that would be going round the earth, 
would it not ?* 

Of what shape, then, is the earth, if we can 
go round it ? 

I should think it must be round, like A ball, 
or globe. 

*By the use of arf artificial flobe, an orang«,or in 
appl6, this subject can be maae intelligible to ouite 
young children. A cheap fi;lobe has been preparea for 
the use of schools, by Mr. Josiah Holbrook, and can be 
procured at Carter <& Hendee'ti, Boston, and in ethor 
places. The teacher should also be carefWl to etblain • 
now the two hemispheres, in common maps or the 
wmrld, are fitted to each other. He may be aided in 
doing this, by cutting an orange into halrei, Mid mik- 
ing use of the rind— the hahree of which mi^ * -■ 

ikto i, plftn* ewfttfe. 
4 



38 

Tes: the earth is a large ball, or globe, 
swingiag in the air, and men can travel round 
it, just as a fly crawls round an apple, or an 
orange. Many persons have sailed round it in 
ships. Do you suppose they could sail in a 
straight line round tne globe ? 

Why not? 

You may, show me on the map (or globe), 
in what direction, and over what oceans, a per- 
son would go, in sailing from Boston round the 
globe. When he had proceeded half way 
round, in what direction would he be from the 
place he sailed from? 

Directly under it. 

Then, if the earth were transparent, like 
glass, and you could see through it, he would 
appear directly under you, with his feet oppo- 
site to yours, would he not ? 

What would a line be called, that passed 
through the centre of the earth, reaching from 
one side to the opposite ? 

What would a line be called, that passed 
round the middle of the earth, as tliis string 
passes round this globe ? 

What is the length of the circumference of 
the earth ? 

About twenty-five thousand miles. 

What is the length of the diameter? 
. About eight thousand miles. 

The circumference of a circle, or globe, is 
diinded into 360 equal parts, called degreeiy 
and each degree contains about 69| miks. 
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Each deg^e is divided into 60 equal parts, 
called minutes^ and each minute into 60 equal 
parts, called seconds, 

Questions for Review, 

How many degrees are there in the circum- 
ference of the earth ? 

How many miles in p, degree ? 

How many miles in the circumference of the 
earth? 

How many minutes in a degree ? 

How many secpnds in a mmute ? 



SECTION XIII. 

Latitude, 

You have learned that the earth is round, 
like a ball : I wish now to teach you how dis- 
tances are measured on its surface. You see 
these parallel lines running east and west, on 
the map of the world (or globe). These lines 
are called parallels of latitude. One of these 
lines passes round the middle of the earth, and 
is made thicker than the rest. This is called 
the equator. It is so called, because, when the 
sun is directly over that line, the days aad 
nights are equal all over the world. Can you 
teU me at wnat times of the year the days and 
nights are equal? 
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If you should continue to travel aartb fiom 
this line, you would come to a place which is 
called the north pole ; and if you should trawl 
south just 8D3 far, you would come to the south 
pole; and both these dbtances together, you 
see, make half the circumference of the globe. 

How many degrees are there in half the cir- 
cumference? 

How many from the equator to each pole ? 

If a place is half way between the equator 
and eitner pole, how many degrees will it be ? 

These are called degrees of latitude. If a 
place is north of the equator, it is in north lati- 
tude. If it is south of the equator, it is in south 
latitude. 

Are the United States in north or south lati- 
tude } 

In some maps the parallel lines are drawn 10 
degrees apart, in some five degrees, and in some 
OQ^ one degree, or half a degree, or one fourth 
of a degree, &c. The figures on the edges of 
the ms^p will show us how far the lines are 
apart. 

TThe teacher should explftih this subject fully, by 
retemug tp different maps. The scale of miles should 
also be explained, and applied, by means of a pair of 
diYidersjOr a strip of paper, to the measurement of dis- 
tances.] 

Is Great Britain in north or south latitude ? 
Why? 

Canada? Colombia? Peru? Egypt? New 
Holland? China? Madagascar? 
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Quutiont for Review. 

9 

What are parallels of latitude ? 
What is the equator? 
Why is it called the equator? 
When is a place in N. latitude ? ■» 

When in S. latitude ? 

How far apart are the parallels of latitude 
drawn on maps ? 

How are these distances marked on maps? 



SECTION XIY 

Longitude. 

Besides the parallels of latitude, there are 
Other lines on the globe, and on maps, which 
run north and south. These you perceive, on 
the map of the w^orld, or globe, are not parallel, 
but approach each other nearer and nearer, as 
we go from the equator, till they meet in the 
north and south poles. We make use of these 
lines in measuring distances east or west. They 
are called lines of longitude, or meridian lines. 

The principal meridian line is that which is 
marked with a cipher on the equator, and is 
called the meridian of London, because it 
passes near the city of London. In most maps 
these distances are marked on the upper and 
lower margins, as the degrees of latitude. are 
4* 
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noifed on the margins at the ri^ht hand and left. 
If a place is east of London, it is east longitude ; 
if west, it is west longitude ; and if it is direcdy 
on the opposite side of the globe, or 180 de- 
grees from the meridian of Liondon, it is neither 
east nor west lon^tude. 

Can: you now tell me whether the Upited 
States are in east or west longitude ? Why ? 

Is Mexico in E. or W. longitude ? 

The whole American continent ? Asia ? Are 
Europe and Africa most in east or west longi- 
tude ? 

I have told you that the sun- passes directly 
over that part of the earth where the equator is 
drawn: does it ever come directly over this 
place? 

Does it come more nearly over our heads at 
some seasons of the year than at others? 

When does it appear to come nearest to us ? 

When does it seem to be farthest off? 

Then the sun does not always appear to 
move through the same part of the sky, does it? 

You are right : the sun passes over the equa- 
tor about the 20th of March, when the days 
and nights are equal. It then comes farther 
and farther north every day, till the 21st of June, 
when the d^s are the longest, and the nights 
shortest. Tnien it appears to go back every 
day, farther south, till it crosses the equator, Sept. 
23d, when- the days and nights are again equal. 
It continues to go farther and farther south, 
till the 21st of December, when the days 
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are shortest, and the nights longest. Then, 
again, it begins to come back towards the north ; 
and so it continues to do every year. 

Can you tell me now, why it is hottest in 
the summer, and coldest in the winter? 

Questions for Review 

In what direction are the lines of longitude 
drawn ? Are they parallel on the map of the 
world, or globe ? Where do they meet? 

What use do we make of these lines ? 

Which is the principal meridian ? 

In what part of the map are degrees of lon- 
^tude marked ? When is a place said to be in 
east longitude ? 

When in west longitude ? 

At what times in the year does the sun pass 
directly over the equator? 

At what time are the days the longest ? At 
what time are the nights the longest ? 



SECTION XV. 

The Zones, 



What should you thmk of those parts of the 
earth, near the equator, directly over which the 
sun passes, at some seasons of the year ? 

Is the weather hot, or cold ? 
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Tes, it is very hot. It is summer there all 
the year. There are no frosts, snow, or ice, 
and the trees are always clothed with leaves, 
and fruit, and flowers. 

Should you Jike to live in those countries ? 

This part of the world is called the torrid 
zone, from a Latin wo^d, torridusj and a Greek 
word, zonee, a girdle, or belt. 

Can you tell me, now^ why this name was 
pven to it ? 

[Let the teacher illuitrate this with a rihbon, or strip 
of cloth y or paper.] 

The sun goes north and south of the equator 
about 23 degrees and a half, to where you see 
tliese lines on the map (or globe). These lines 
are called tropics, from a Greek word, trepo^ to 
turn, because, when the sun comes to these 
lines, it turns about, and moves the opposite 
way. All between these two Imes is the torrid 
zone. 

Next to the north and south poles, there are 
places where the days, in summer, and the 
nights, in winter, are more than 24 hours long. 
These are called the frigid zones, from the 
Latin word frigidtts, which means cold. 

Between the torrid and the frigid zones, 
there are two others, called, one, the northern 
temperate zone, the other the southern temper- 
ate zone. 

Can you tell me why they are so called ? 

What is the meaning of temperate 1 

In which zone are tlie United States } 
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In which zone isCdombia? Cape Horn? 
Great Britain ? The Mediterranean sea ? The 
East India islands ? The cape of (rood Hope ? 

What places are there in the northern frigid 
zone ? In the southern frigid zone ? 

How many zones are there? 

What are they called ? 

Questions for Review. 

What is said of the weather in those places 
near the equator? 

What is that part of the world called ? 

What is the meaning of torrid ? 

What is the meaning of zone 1 

How far does the sun go north or south pf 
the equator? 

What are the lines called which pass round 
the globe at those places ? 

Why are they called tropics ? 

In what part of the world are the days and 
nights more than 24 hours long ? 

What are those parts called ? 

Why are they called frigid zones? 

What zones lie between the torrid and the 
two frigid zones ? 

In which zone do you live ? 

in which should you choose to live ? Why ? 
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SECTION XVl. 

The Sun.' 

Perhaps, dear children, you would now like 
to hear something about the sun, moon, and 
stars. 

We will begin with the sun. How large 
does the sun appear to you ? 

Should you think it as large as the largest 
hill or mountam you ever saw ? as large as this 
town ? as lai^e as all America ? as all this world? 

Yes, it is much larger. It would take many 
thousand worlds, such as this, to make one sun. 
What makes it appear so small ? 

What is the shape of the sun? 

Is it round like a ring ? or like a dollar ? or 
like a ball ? 

Yes, the sun is a great ball, more than 
800,000 miles in diameter, which God placed 
in the heavens, to give us light and warmth. 
If there were no sun. would it not be alwa}'^ 
dark and cold ? 

Would not the moon give us light, if there 
. were no sun ? 

Why not ? 

The sun rises in the east, and sets in the 
west. Does it, then, really move from the east 
to the west? 

No ; the sun stands still, and it appears to 
move from east to west, because the earth turns 
round, from west to east. 
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[Let the teacher illustrate this , which can very easily 
be done with any simple apparatus, or even by the aid 
of a bally or an apple.] 

The sun is ninety-five millions of miles from 
the earth, and more than, one million times 
lai^er than the earth. But, although it is so 
far iix)m us, it takes the light only eight minutes 
to travel over the whole distance, from the sun 
to the earth. The light travels two hundred 
thousand miles in a second. 

Questions for Review. 

How many miles in diameter is the sun? 
What was the sun made for? 
How far is tlie sun firom tlie earth ? 
How many times larger than the earth ? 
How long does it take the light to travel from 
the sun to the earth ? 
How far does it travel m one second ? 



SECTION XVII. 

. The Moon. 

Can you tell me now, what is the use of the 
moon ? . 

Wiat makes the moon bright ? 

Because tlie sun shines upon it. 

The light of the moon comes wholly from 
the sun ; so that, if there were no sun, the 
moon itself would be dark. How large does 
the moon appe ^ to you ? 
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Does it appear larger, or smaller, than the 
sun? 

Which is the larger, the sun, or the tnoon ? 

Yes, the moon is not nearly so large as this 
earth. Can you tell me why it appears almost 
as large as the sun ? 

The sun is 95 millions of miles from the 
earth ; and the n|Oon is not one quarter of one 
million of miles ; so that the sun is about 400 
times as far from us as the moon. 

You see the moon rise in the east, and set 
in the west. Does it really move from east to 
west } 

It does not : it moves round the earth, from 
west to east, once in about a month. 

Yes, that is the reason the moon sets later 
and later every day. If you look some even- 
ing at the moon, when it is near k)me bright 
star, and remember where it was, you will find, 
on lookmg at it the next evening, that it has 
moved away from the star, farther to the east ; 
and if you look at it the following evening, you 
will find that it has moved still farther to the 
east ; and it will be about one month in coming 
round to the same star again. 

When the moon comes round to the place 
where the sun is, the sun shines on the farther 
side of it, and the side next to us is dark, so 
that we cannot see it. This is called the new 
moon, or the change of the moon ; and then 
the moon sets at the same time with the sun. 
lii a day or two, the moon has moved so fiur fix)m 
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the sun, that we can see it a short time after 
sunHset, and then it appears like a small bright 
bow, the two ends of which look like horns. 
This is what we commonly call the new moon. 
As the moon goes farther from the sun, it sets 
later, and the bright part grows larger, till, in 
about two weeks, it is opposite the sun ; so that 
when the sun sets in the west, the moon rises 
in the east, and then it is full moon. Then 
the bright part grows less and less, till the moon 
and the sun come together, when it is new 
moon again. From one new moon to the next 
is about four weeks, or one month. The name 
month is taken iSrom the moon. 
' Howmany new mooijs are there in one year? 

How many full moons ? 

Sometimes the moon comes directly oppo- 
site the sun, so that the shadow of the earth, 
which is between them, falls on the moon, and 
then there is an eclipse of the moon, or a lunar 
eclipse. Luna is the Latin word for moon. 
Sometimes the moon comes directly between 
the earth and the sun, and prevents the sun 
from shining on some part of the earth, and 
then there is an eclipse of the sun, or a solar 
eclipse. Sol is the Iktin for sun. 

Have you ever seen an eclipse of the sun 
or moon ? 

[A familiar explanation of eclipses, with the aid of 
tome very simple apparatus, if nothing more than a 
lamp and a couple oi balls, to represent the sun, earth, 
and moon, may be made intelligible and very interest- 
ing to quite young children.] 

6 
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^uesHom for Review. 

How far is the moon from the earth ? 

In what direction does the moon move ? 

How can you tell that it moves towards the 
east? 

How long does it take to pass quite round 
the earth ? 

When is it called the new moon ? 

When is it called the foil moon? 

What b the name month derived from ? 

When is there an eclipse of the moon ? 

Why is it called a lunar eclipse ? 

When is there an eclipse of the sun ? 

Why is it called a solar eclipse? 

What are the sun and moon called in the 
1st chapter of Genesis ? 



SECTION XVIXI. 

The Planets. 

What other objects do you see when you 
look up into the sky ? 

Do all the stars look alike ? 

Do they appear to be a great way off? 

Should you like to learn something about the 
stars? 

We will begin with Venus, that bright and 
beautiful star, that you can see sometimes in 
the evening, just after sunset, and sometimes in 
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the momibg, just before sunrise. This is caDed 
the morning and tlie evening star. 

Have you ever seen this star? Although it 
appears so small, it is a large globe, nearly as 
large as tlie earth ; and the reason it looks so 
large and bright is, that it is near us and the 
sun. There is another star, called Mercury, 
which is brighter than Venus, but it is so small, 
and so near the sun, that we can seldom see it. 

There is another star, that looks red and 
fiery : this is called Mars. In some seasons of 
the year, you can see it every bright evening. 

Have you ever seen Mars ? 

Then there are four very small planets, 
whose names are Ceres, Pallas, Juno, and 
Vesta. These cannot be seen without a tele- 
scope. Can you tell me what a telescope is ? 

Then there is a very large and beautiful star, 
almost as beautiful as Venus. This is Jupiter, 
which is nearly 1500 times larger than the 
earth, and more than five times farther from the 
sun than the earth is. 

Do you know the planet Jupiter when you 
see it ? 

Then comes Saturn, which is nearly twice 
as far from the sun as Jupiter, and about 1000 
times larger than the earth. When you look 
at it through a telescope, you can see around it a 
large bright circle, which is called Saturn's ring. 

Another star is called Herschel, and some- 
tiiin^s Uranus, or Georgium Sidus. It is called 
Merschelj in honor of Dr. Herschel, who dis- 
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covered it ; UramiSy ^m a Grreek wbrd, wUeb 
agoifies the heavens or sky, because it is so fiar 
up in the sky ; and Qeorgium Sidus, after king 
George the third, iu whose reign it was discov- 
ered. Sidus is the Latin for star. This 
is twice as far as Saturn, or 1800 millions of 
miles, from the sun. All these are called plan- 
ets, from a Greek word, planaoy which signifies 
to wander — ^because these planets appear to 
move about in di&rent directions, while most 
of the stars always remain in the same places, 
and are called fixed stars. 

Can you tell me how. many planets there 
are, and what are their names ? 

It will surprise you, perhaps, to learn that the 
earth is a planet, and that if a person should 
look at it from a great distance, it would appear 
small and bright like tlie other planets. So 
that, if we reckon the earth, there will be eleven 
planets. All these move round the sun, from 
west to east, just as the moon moves round the 
eartli. Mercury moves round the sun once in 
about three months, or four times in a year ; 
Venus m about seven months and a half; the 
Earth in just one year ; Mars in a little less 
than two yeai-s ; Vesta, Juno, Pallas, and 
Ceres in about three or four years ; Jupiter 
in about 12 years ; Saturn in about 30 years ; 
and Herschel in about 84 years. Some of the 
planets have moons, or satellites. The earth 
has one ; Jupiter 4 ; Saturn 7 ; and Herschel 
6. Satellites means attendants, from a Greek 
word, satdhs. 
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The circular path in which a planet moves 
in going round the sun is called its orbit, from a 
Latin word, orbisy a wheel, or circle. 

[Let this be illustrated by an orrery, or planetarium, 
if possible ; if not, by a reference to a cider or bark 
mill, the path in which the horse moves bein^ the orbit 
of the horse; or by a tree, or post, around which eleven 
boys, representing the eleven planets, might walk at 
different distances.] 

There are other bodies besides the planets 
with their satellites, which move round the sun. 
These arc called comets, or hairy stars, from a 
Latin word, coma, which means hair. They 
are so called from a stream of light, called the 
tail of the comet, and which bears some resem- 
blance to a horse's tail. They are also called 
blazing stars ; and some of them come so near 
to us, and are so large, that they appear very 
sublime and awful. Sometimes the tail is so 
long, as to reach half way over the heavens. 
There was one, that appeared about 150 years 
ago, which was thought to be, when nearest the 
.sun, two thousand times hotter than red hpt 
iron. 

Questions for Review. 

Which of the planets is called the morning 
and evenmg star ? 
How large is Venus ? 
What is said of Mercury ? 
What is said of Mars ? 
What are the names of four very small planets? 
What is said of Jupiter? 
5* 
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What of Saturn ? 

What of Herschel ? 

Why is this planet called Herschel ? 

Why is it sometimes called Uranus, and 
Georgium Sidus? 

Why are these eleven stars called planets ? 

Is the eartli a planet ? 

How would it appear to a person who should 
look at it from a great distance ? 

In what direction do the planets move ? 

How long does it take Mercury to movd 
round the sun ? Venus ? the Earth ? Mars, &c. ? 

What are satellites ? 

Which of the planets have satellites? 

What is the orbit of a planet ? 

Why is it called orbit 1 

What other bodies are there that move round 
the sun, besides the planets and their satellites ? 

Why are they called comets ? 

Why are they called blazing stars 

Do they ever come near to us ? 

What is their appearance at such times ? 

What is said ot the comet that appeared 
about 150 years ago ? 



SECTION XIX. 

The Jixed Stars. . 

Besides the planets *and comets, there are 
many other bright twinkling points, which we 
see in the sk)'', called fixed stars. You can tell 
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them from the others by their twinWing. The 
planets and comets do not twinkle, but giv& a 
steady light. They are called fixed stars, be- 
cause they do not change their places with 
respect to one another^uke the planets and 
comets. The fixed stars are supposed to be 
very large bodies, like the sun, which give light 
and warmth to other worlds. 

Can you tell me why they appear so small ? 

Do you think you could count the stars ? 

Do they all appear equally bright and large ? 

Do you know the names of any of the fixed 
stars ? 

There is one star which is called the North 
star, or the Pole star, because wherever it is 
seen, it always appears in the north, near the^ 
north pole ; and there are two bright stars that 
always point to it, so that you can always tell 
where to find it. These two stai*s are called 
the Pointers. There is another very bright 
star, called Sirius, or the Dog star, because it is 
In a particular part of tlie heavens, called the 
Dog. When the sun appeare in that part of 
the heavens, it is dog days, when it is common- 
ly hot and sultry. Many people think that it 
is the Dog star that makes ttie weather hot ; 
but this is a mistake, for the Dog star is no 
nearer to us m dog days, than at any other time. 

Many other stars have names, which I hope 
you will learn when you are older. 

The fixed stars are marked off on globes and 
maps in clusters, which are called constella^ 
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tbnsy to which particular named are men. 
One is called the Dog, one the Great Bear, 
another the Little Bear, another the Pleiades, or 
the Seven Stars. They are called constellations 
from a Latin word, which means collections of 
stars. There are twelve constellations which, 
together, form a belt, or zone, extending east 
and west over die heavens, just as the torrid 
zone extends round the earth. These are 
called the signs of the zodiac. The sun passes 
through one of these signs every mondi. The 
following are their names in Latin and in Eng- 
lish: — 



Aries . 

Taurus 

Gemini 

Cancer 

Leo 

Virgo . 

Libra . 

Scorpio 

Sagittarius 

Capricornus 

Aquarius . 

Pisces 
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The Ram. 
The BuD. 
The Twins. 
The Crab. 
The Lion. 
The Virgin. 
The Scales. 
The Scorpion. 
The Archer. 
The Goat. 
The Water-bearen 
The Fishes. 



Perhaps you will be able to remember them 
better m the following lines, by Dr. Watts :— 

The ram, the bull, the heavenly twins, 
And, next the crab, the lion shines, 

The virgin and the scales ; 
The scorpion, archer, and he-jroat, 
The man that holds the watering-pot, 

And fish, with glitterinj^ tails. 
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QuestioTu for RevUto. 

What other bodies can you see in the sky ^ 

Why are they called fixed stars ? 

How can you distinguish the fixed stars fit>m 
the planets? 

What are the fixed stars supposed to be ? 

What is said of the North, or Pole star? 

What is said of the Pointers ? 

What is said of Sirius, or the Dog star ? 

What are constellations ? 

What are the names of some of the constel* 
lations ? 

What are the signs of the zodiac ? 

How long is the sun in passing through one 
of these signs? 

How long, then, will it be in passmg through 
all of them? 

What are the names of the 12 signs of the 
zodiac? 

You may repeat the lines by Dr. Watts. 

Who made the earth, the sun and moon, 
and stars ? 

If God made all these things, must he not 
be very great ? 

Why should you fear God ? 

Why should you love him ? 

Why should you obey him ? 



PART II, 



CONTAINING SKETCHES OF THE HISTORT OF 

NEW ENGLAND. 



SECTION I. 



I TRUST, dear phildren, that the first part 
of this little book has helped you to under- 
stand what is meant by the hard term Ge- 
ographyy better than any definition which I 
could have given of it. For, although the 
term has not been once mentioned, you may 
be assured, thai most of the questions which 
you have answered, relate to geography. 
Vou have learned something about the town 
in which you live ; what brooks or rivers 
run through it, what ponds or lakes, what 
hiUs or mountains, &z;c. it contains, and what 
other towns join it on every side. Now all 
this is nothing else than the geography of this 
town. What you have learned, too, of the 
County, the State, and the Nation, to which 
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this town belongs, is eeography. You have 
learned a little about other parts of the world ; 
about the great ocean, and the countries on 
the other side of the ocean ; and have seen, 
that they all lie on the surface or outside of 
a large ball, or globe, which is called the 
earth, and which is about 25 thousand miles 
round. This earth was called by the Greeks, 
a learned nadon, of which you may hereafter 
read. Gee, This being jomed to another 
word, graphoj which means to toritCy or to 
describe, forms the word geography^ which, 
therefore, signifies a description of the earth, 
of the whole, or of some parts of its surface. 
You can now give the definition of the term ; 
and, what is better, you know what it means. 

The earth, important as it is to us who 
dwell on its surface, is, as you have seen, 
only one among a number of worlds which 
revolve with it around the sun. But, small 
as it is, compared with some of the planets, 
it is large enough to affi>rd room for many 
millions of people to live, and act, and be 
happy or miserable in it. And a great many 
important events have taken place on this 
earth, smce the creation of man, about 6000 
years ago. Grod first made two persons, a 

What was the earth called by the Greeks ? What 
other word was it joined to ? Wiiat word does it fonn? 
What does geography signify ? How long is it since 
the creation of man ? 
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man and a woman; and from them all the 
people, that ever have lived on the earth, are 
derived. It is supposed that there are now 
living, in all parts of the world, as many as 
800 millions of people, divided into many dif- 
ferent nations and tribes. . One million is a 
very large number. If all the inhabitants of 
this town, suppose 1000, should be collected 
together, so that you could see them all at 
once, it would seem a vast collection. Now 
it would take 1000 times as many to make 
one million. New York contains ' about 
200,000 inhabitants, and is the largest city in 
the United States; but it would take five 
cides as large as New York to make one mil- 
lion. You can now form some idea of the 
number of people that mhabit this globe. How 
vast must oe the number of those who once 
lived, but are now dead and their bodies turned 
to dust ! 

Of these, many were distinguished, while 
they lived, for their wisdom and their virtues, 
and many for their wicked and cruel conduct. 
The names of some of these have been pre- 
served to this day; and. we have written ac- 

Whora are all the people who have ever lived on the 
earth derived from ? How many people are now living 
on the earth ? What are the^ divided into ? How many 
would it take to^ make one million ? How many inhabit* 
ants are there in the city of New York ? tiow many 
cities as large as New York would it take to make on* 
million ? What were some of those men distiniraish- 
edfor? 
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counts of their actions, and of what took place 
in the times when tbey lived. Tliese ac^ 
counts are called Histories, which, as well as 
geography, is a word taken from the Greek 
language ; Histareo, to relate. 



SXCTION u. 

The history of any country or place, is, 
therefore, an account of its inhabitants, of 
what they have done, and what has happened 
to them in former times. 

The history of tliis town is an account of 
the people who now live in it, or who lived m 
it at some former time. 

It is proper that you should know that there 
are several kinds of history, the principal of 
which are. Natural History^ which treats of 
animals, plants, and minei*als, and Civil Hii* 
tory^ which treats of man. It is civil history, 
or what relates to man, to which this little 
book relates. CivU is fi'om the Latin word 
dvis, which means a citizen, or a mkember 
^f society. * 

What baT0 we written aecounte of? What are 
tboee aecounte called ? What word ii history deriv* 
#d from, and what does it mean ? What, then, is the 
history of any place ? What dilForent kinds of history 
are there? What dpei Natural History treat of? Which 
kind of history does this little book relate to? What 
is the word eivU derived from, and what does it ntaa ? 

6 
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A history of the whole world would make 
quite too large a book for little children, and 
would not be useful for them at pre^sent. But 
little children have a curiosity to know about 
their own country, what happened a great 
many years ago, when their grandfathers and 
grandmothers were little children, and long 
before that. When tliey are older, they can 
read larger histories, and learn about other 
countries, and the great men that have lived in 
all ages of the world. 

I cannot relate in this little book, all that 
you would like to know about tliis country. 
Many things have happened in the town in 
which you live, an account of which your 
parents or mstructers will fomish you. Thev 
will tell you when this town was incorporated, 
that is, when it became a town; from what 
place the first settlers came ; who was the 
first minister, &£C; &c. The following ac- 
count will apply to most of the towns in New 
England, for the children of which, diis book 
is designed. 

When you look around you, or go from 

f)lace .to place, you see ^houses for people to 
ive in, and barns for cattle and horses, and 
fences to divide one piece of land from anoth- 

What must you ask your parents and instructers to 
tell you relatinff to this town ? When was this town in- 
corporated? From what place did the first settlers 
come ? &c. What do you see when you look ahout 
you in this town, and in other places where you go > 
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er, and roads for horses and carriages to travel 
in, and here and there you find a large and 
handsome building, where people meet togeth- 
er on Sundays for public woi'ship ; and perhaps 
some of you have never thought but that it 
has always been thus. 



S£CTIOK ni. 

I shall now inform you, that it is only 
about 200 years since any white people lived 
in this country; and that if you had been 
alive at that time, and had looked around 
you, you would have seen nothing but a vast 
wilderness, inhabited only by savages and 
wild beasts. These savages, who are called 
Lidians by the white people, did not live in 
bouses, as we do ; but in little huts, called 
wigwams. The country was not divided 
into states, and counties, and towns, and 
farms, but the land was common, that is, it 
did not belong to particular persons ; most of 
it was covered with forest trees, and only 
some small fields were cleared for raising 

How long is it since white people first lived in this 
country ? What should you have seen if you had been 
alive at that time ? What were the savages called by 
^e white people ? What did the^ live in ? Was the 
land divided into states, and counties, and towns at that 
time ? How much of the land was clsiared, or eolti. 
vated? 



Indian com, and beans, and pumpkins. The 
Indians did not cultivate their lands as tlie 
white people do. They had no oxeD, nor 
horses, nor ploughs, nor any tools made of 
iron ; and were obliged to dig up the ground 
and dress the cornfields with hoes made of 
stones. Their axes, which were called toma- 
hawks, and arrows and knives, were all made 
of stone, many of which have been found, and 
arepreserved as curiosities. 

They commonly buQt their wigwams near 
some pond or stream of water, for the purpose 
of fishmg, in which, and in huntmg, tne men 
spent most of their time. When they were 
tired of living in one place, they removed to 
another, taking with them the little property 
which they haa. They had no roads to travel 
in, only narrow paths through the forests, in 
which they travelled one after another, in what 
is still called Indian file. 

Their complexion was not black, like that 
of the Africans or negroes ; nor white, like 
that of the Europeans; but reddish, nearly 
the color of bright copper. They had Ipne, 
black, straight hair; and were generally tidl 
and well formed; They had no clothing 

How did the Indians cultivate their lands ? What 
were their axes and other tools made of? Where did 




What kind of looking people were the Indians ? 
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but such as was fonned of the skins of wild 
beasts. Some of them went almost naked; 
Their shoes, which they called moccoHnSy were 
made of the skms of animals which they had 
killed m hunting. They were fond of orna- 
ments, made of shells and the feathers of hirds, 
which they wore on different parts of their 
persons. 

Their money, which ^vas cdled wampum, 
consisted of small shells, gathered on the sea- 
shore, and strung together like beads. They 
were artful, and cunning, and cruel, but hos- 
pitable, and, for the most part, true to their 
word. They were especially inhuman in 
their treatment of captives taken in war, who 
were put to death with cruel tortures. Yet 
such was their fortitude and resolutk)n, that 
in the most dreadful sufferings, they never ut- 
tered a groan. 

The Indians were divided into several tribes, 
each of which was governed by a chief, called 
a sadicm, and sometimes a sagamore. The 
men were called sannapSy their wives squaws^ 
and their children pappooses. 

How were they dressed? What were their shoes 
e&lled, and what were they made of? What kind of 
ornaments did they wear ? What kind of mondy did 
they use, and what was it called ? What was the char« 
acter of the Indians ? How did they treat their cap* 
tives ? How did they bear their tortures ? How were, 
they divided ? What were their chiefs called ? What 
were the men called ? the women ? and the children ? 

0* 
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These children grew up very igaoraiit, as 
we should call them, as they had no schools, 
no books, none to teach them to read, and 
write, and cipher, as litde children are taught 
in our happy times. But they were taught 
some things, which all children should learn ; 
to obey and respect their parents, to be just, 
and true, and kind, and to believe in a great 
and good God, who gave them rain, and 
food, and all ^ood things, who lived in a very 
delightful region, to which all good people 
go when they die. They had no Bible, or 
other books, to teach tliem about God, whom 
they called the Great Spirit, and about 
another world, so that even little children, 
who are brought up in Christian lands, may 
know more , about these things than they 
knew. 

They believed that the Great Spirit lived 
in the south-west, and that he sent them those 
charming breezes which commonly blow from 
that quarter, several days together, late in the 
autumn, and produce that mild and agreeable 
weather, which thence came to be called the 
Indian Summer. 

Did the Indian children eo to fichool, and loam 
to read and write ? What did they learn ? Wheie 
did they think the Great Spirit lived ? V^hat did 
they think he sent them? What do we call the 
warm, pleasant weather which we have in the an* 
tomn ? 
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SECTION IV. 



It is only about 200 years, as I have meo- 
tioDed, since the white people came to live In 
New England. The country was discovered 
by them more than 100 years before that time, 
by John Cabot, and his son Sebastian Cabot, 
who came from England in the year 1497. 
,It was only five years before this, that b, in 
1492, that any part of America was known 
to the rest oi the world. The people who 
lived on the other side of the Atlantic ocean, 
did not suppose that they could sail across 
it, and find land on this side. They would 
not believe that the world is round; and 
that a person, by sailing continually in the 
same direction, would come back to the same 
place fix)m which he set out. They thought 
that it was flat, like a table ; and that, if a 
person should go to the edee, he would be 
m danger of falling off. All the countries 
which they knew anything about, were on 
one side of the earth, and made up what 
has been called, since the discovery of Amer- 
ica, the Eastern Continent, or the Old World. 
America was called the Western Coniinenty 
because it was found by sailing west from 

Who first discovered New England ? In what year? 
In what year was America first Sscovered ? What did 
people think about the shape of the world? What is that 
part* of the world called which was known before Amer- 
ica was discovered ? Why is America called the West- 
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Europe across the Atlantic ocean; and Ae 
New Worlds because it is so large that it 
seemed to the inhabitants of Europe, when 
it was discovered, as if another world had been 
brought to light 

But although most of the inhabitants of tlie 
Old World were so ignorant as to suppose that 
the earth was flat instead of round, a few per- 
sons, wiser than the rest, thought differently. 
Among these was Christopher Columbus, a 
native of Genoa, a city m the northern part of 
Italy. He believed that the earth was round, 
and that by sailing continually in a westerly 
course across the Atlantic ocean, he should 
arrive at the East Indies, and that it would be 
nearer to go to the East Indies in that direc- 
tion, than by sailing round die cape of Good 
Hope. 

But he was not rich enough to purchase 
ships, and to hire men to go with him on so 
distant a voyage ; and it was a long dme 
before he could persuade any one to assist 
him. At length he found kind friends in the 
king and queen of Spain, Ferdinand and 
Isabella, the latter of whom did all that she 
could to assist him. They furnished him widi 

era Continent? Why was it caUed the New World ? 
Who was Christopher Columbus ? What did he think 
about the Earth? At what country did he think ho 
should arriye, if he sailed across the Atlantic ocesm in 
ft westerly course ? What friends did he find to assist 
hitn r Which of them befriended him roost? 



90 men and 3 small ships, 2 of which were 

without decks, that is, wooden covering to pro- 
tect the men fjx)m the cold and wet. with the 
addition of 30 men, making 120 in all, Colum- 
bus set sail from Palos, a port of Spain, on the 
3d day of August, 1492. 



SECTION T. 

After they bad been on the ocean many 
days, the siolors grew very discontented and 
troublesome, and tried to prevail on the com- 
mander to return back to Spain. He en- 
treated diem to be patient a litde longer, and 
promised them that if they did not discover 
land soon, he would do as they desired. At 
length, after sailing 70 days, on the 12tb 
day of October, they discovered land. This ' 
made them all very happy, and to express 
then: gratitude to Heaven for their safety and 
success, they named the place San SalvadaTf 
which is the Spanish name for Holy Savior. 
San Salvador is one of the Bahama Islands, 

How many men and ships did Columbus take with 
him ? What is the deck of a ship ? Where did he sail 
from, and on what year and monUi f What did the sail- 
ors do on the voyaee ? What did Columbus prouiio 
them? When did uiey first discover land? What did 
tiiey name Uie island which they first discovered.'^ 
What is the meanin^^ of San Salvador ? To what oel- 
Isction of islands does it belong, and where is }i situated 
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eftst of tbd coast of Florida. Cblumbus, beine 
richly drest in the Spanish fashion, as many of 
you have seen him represented in pictures, and 
with a drawn sword in Iiis hand, first went on 
shore, and took possession of the country in 
the name of the king of Spain. He then 
sailed about among the islands in the gulf of 
Mexico, on severs! of which he landed, and 
then prepared to return home, to give an ac- 
coimt of what he had seen. 

He did not know how large America was, 
for he had only visited several islands, and 
had not seen the main land. But he sup- 
posed that these islands bebnged to the east- 
em part of the Old World, which then went 
by tne name of hdia; and accordindy he 
named them the hdies^ or the West mdiuy 
\j which name they have been known ever 
since. 

For the same reason he called the natives of 
the country /7u/ian«, which name was afterwards 

g'ven to all the savages found in the American 
ontinent. 

Perhaps you think it strange that this 
country was not called after Cohimbus ; and, 
although America is a beautiful name, I am 
sure you will say that it ought to have been 



in .the ocean ? How did Columbue take possession of 
the island ? What did he suppose the islands in the 
giilf of Mexico belonged to ? what did he name them I 
what did he call the natires of the islands? Why did 
he eaU them Indians ? 
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called Columbia, in honor of the great Co- 
lumbus. But the name cannot be chanced 
now, and we must be content to be called 
Americans. 

This name is taken from one Americus 
Vesputius, a merchant of Florence, a city in 
the northern part of Italy. He made a voy- 
age to the New World m 1499, 7 years after 
the first voyage of Columbus ; and, after his 
return, wrote an account of what he had seen 
in a book, which was eagerly read, and by this 
means drew the attention of people irom Co- 
lumbus to Irimself, so that the country he de- 
scribed soon began to be called America, after 
the name of the writer. 

That part of America in which we live, 
and of which I am about to give you some 
account, was first discovered, as I have al- 
i-eady related, by John and Sebastian Cabot, 
in 1497. The name by which it was known 
was North Virginia. It was afterwards called 
New England, because most of the first set- 
ders came from England. England, you 
know, is a part of the island of Great Britain, 
north-west of France. Perhaps you may 
think it strange that anybody should be will- 

What do yoQ think the name of thii coantrr oneht 
to have been ? Whom was it called for ? Wlien did 
Americus come to America ? How long after Colum- 
bus ? What was New England first called ? Why was 
it called New England ? Where is England .' and 
what island does it oelong to f 
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ing to leave so pleasant a country as Eng- 
land, where there are so many rich farms, and 
beautiful houses, and pleasant people, to come 
and live in a wilderness, among savages and 
wild beasts. But I hope you will think that 
they acted wisely when you know the reason 
for their coming. For you must not suppose 
that they came from an idle curiositv to see a 
foreign land, or from a de^re to grow rich, 
or that they were bad men, who fled to escape 
the punishment due to their crimes. The first 
settlers of New England were some of the 
best men of the age. They were relidous 
men ; that is, men who thought much of God, 
and tried to please him, by doingwhat he has 
commanded. They studied their Bible to learn 
what they oudit to believe, and how they ought 
to act in order that they might be happy in 
another world. 



SECTION VI. 

4 

There were then in England some people 
who tlK)ught that they knew better than any- 
body else what was in the Bible, and that 
they had a right to force othei^ to understand 
it, and to worship God, just in the way that 

What pleasant things did our forefathera forsake in 
England ? Who were the first settlers of New Eng- 
land ? What did some people in England think that 
tb«7 had a right to do? ^ 
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they should order them. It so happened that 
these men had a great deal of power, so that 
if any pei'son refused to do as they said, they 
would take away his money, his huildings, or 
his lands, or shut him up in prison, or put him 
to death. But there were many good and 
brave men who would not obey them, and 
would rather die than do what they thought 
was wrong. 

Now our forefathers, the first settlers of 
New England, were some of these men 5 
and they came over to this country to es- 
cape from persecution, and to find a home 
where they could worship God in the man- 
ner they thought right and acceptable to 
him. Persecution means any injury brought 
on a person on account of his religion, 
T^hether it afiect his person, his property, 
or his good name. The persons who first 
came to this country to five, were called 
Puritans, This name was given to them by 
their enemies, m order to ridicule them f<Hf 
being so strict, and pretending to be so pure 
and good. But they were really good men, 
so that the name Puritan soon became a term 

What did thoy do to those persons who refused to 
obey them P Were there any who dared to disobey 
them ? Who Wiere they r Why did our fotefiitben 
come to this country ? What isjbersecutioii ? What 
were our forefathers called? Who grave ^em that 
nftme^ and what for ? 

7 '■ 
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of honor rather than of reproach. When 
you are old enough, you must read the his- 
tory of England, and then you can know 
much more about them than I can tell you 
at present. I will now mention some thmgs 
which happened to thpse men who first came 
to New England. 'They once lived in the 
north-eastern part of Idigland. About 20 
befiire they came to this coimtry, just 
{fore queen Elizabeth died, they had joined 
together to form what is now called a Cofnr 
gregationdl church. This church chose two 
ministers, Richard Clifton, and John Robin- 
son. The former was a very old man; but 
the latter was in the prime of life, being only 
about 30 years old. These good men were 
cruelly persecuted on account of their religion. 
Some of them were seized and shut up in 
prison, and others were forced to leave their 
rarms and work-shops, so that they could 
not get provision for their families. At last 
they resolved that they would bear this treat- 
ment no longer, but would go to some other 
country, where they might worship Crod in 
the way they thought right. They did not. 

What part of England did they once live in ? How 
long before they came to thia country did they form 
themielves into a Congregational church ? In what 
ywt was it? Who was the queen of England at that 
time ? What were the Aamet of their two ministers ? 
Which was the oldest? How were they persecuted^ 
What did they resolve to do ? 
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at that time, think of coming to America, 3000 
miles fiiom home ; but hoped to find such a 

Elace as they wished in some part of Europe. 
loUand was then the only free country in Eu- 
rope, and they determined to go and live there. 
Tne name Holland is not found m modem 
maps, as the country is now called the Nether- 
lands. Amsterdam, you know, is the chief 
cit^ of the Netherlands, as it used to be the 
chief city of Holland. If yoa look on the 
map of Europe, you will see that in order to 

SI fix)m the noilh-eastem part of England to 
olland, they must sail across a part of the 
North sea. 



SECTION VII. 

Accordbgly, in the year 1607, they hired 
a person to carry them over in a sbp. At 
the appomted time and place, they assembled 
with their wives, and children, and goods, 
where they were obliged to wait without 
shelter till the following night for the arrival 
of the ship. And now, when they were all 
on board, and were just ready to set sail, the 
wicked captain, mstead of performing his 

Where did they detennine to go ? What is H<^iid 
now called ? What is the chief city ? What lea w9n 
they obliged to crora in order to get to Holland ? In 
what year did they attempt to go ? 
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promise, delivered them up to officers of jus- 
tice, who took away their property, and car- 
ried them to prison. After a time they were 
set at liberty, and made another attempt to es- 
cape the next year. They hired a Dutch 
vessel, which was to meet them at a dreary 
place near the mouth of the river Humber, 
where they thought no one would observe 
them. Here, too, they were obliged to wait 
a whole day, while the weather was very tem- 
pestuous, before the vessel waa reaciy. When 
a part of the men had ^one on board in a 
boat, and the rest were waiting for the boat to 
return, they saw some men on horseback riding 
towards them at fiill speed. They were offi- 
cers of government, who seized all who were 
left behmd, and carried them away. Many 
of them were women and children, who were 
thus separated from then* husbands and fa- 
thers. They were very ill treated, and suf- 
fered a great deal before they saw their friends 
ag^. 

Those who were on board sailed to Am- 
sterdam, and after some time the rest of the 
party arrived there likewise. They remained 
at that place about a year, and then removed 

What did the captain do ? What did they do after 
they were set at liberty? Where did the vestel wait 
twt them ? Where ia the river Hamber ? What hap- 
P«bmnI to them while they were waiting for the boat to 
retom from the vessel for the women and children ? 
Where did those go who were on board the vessel ? 
How lon^ did they stay at Amsterdam ? 
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to Leyden, another citj'' in Holland, where they 
lived eleven years in much peace and prosper- 
ity, till the summer of' 1620. But, although 
they had as much liberty as they desired, they 
did not like the manners of the city. The in- 
habitants of the place did not pay much regard 
to the Sabbadi, which they tnought ought to 
be kept very strictly, and they were afraid, if 
they staid there much longer, their children 
would become wicked by seeing so many bad 
examples before their eyes. 

Aiter consulting together on what was to 
be done, they concluded to come to America. 
It was agreed that a part of them should go 
first; and begin a settlement, and that the 
rest should follow as soon as they had pre- 
pared a place. Mr. Robinson was the mmis- 
ter of the church at Leyden, having Mr. 
Brewster for an assistant It was determin- 
ed that Mr. Brewster should go with those 
who went first, and that Mr. Robinson should 
corae over with the rest at another time. 
They procured two ships, the Speedwell and 
the Mayflower, and after they were ready to 
set sail, they appointed a fast, and Mr. Robin- 

To what city did they remove ? How long did they 
remain at Leyden ? Why did they not like the place ? 
What were they afraid would happen if they staid there 
much longer ? What did they acree to do when they 
concluded to come to America ? who was their minis- 
ter, and who was his assistant? Which of them came 
over to America ? What did they appoint after they 
yrtie ready to sail ? 

7* / . i 
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son preached them a farewell sermon, in which 
he gave them much good advice. His text 
was in the eighth chapter of Ezra, 21st verse, 
which you must find m your Bible, and learn 
by heart. 

They then went on board the vessels, and 
set sail. They were obliged to stop at Dart- 
mouth, in England, to repair one of their 
vessels, which was leaky. Having done this, 
they set sail again ; but after they had gone 
about 300 miles, the Speedwell became so 
leaky that they were amdd to venture in it 
across the ocean ; so they turned back, and 
left it at Plymouth, and all of them went mto 
the other vessel, tlie Mayflower, a beaiftiful 
name, which I hope you will always remem- 
ber. There were one hundred and one per- 
sons in all. 



SECTION VIII. 



They sailed fix)m Plymoiitli, in En^and, 
September 17th, and after suffering many 

Who preached, and what was the text ? What were 
the names of their vessels ? Where did they stop in 
England, and whv did thev stop there ? What did they 
do with their leaky vessel ? How many persons were 
there in all I What was the name of the vessel they 
came over in ? What day did they set sail, and where 
did they sail fVom ? 
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hardships, came in sight of land, on the noom^ 
ing of November 20th, which proved to be 
cape Cod, south of Massachusetts bay. 

A ferv7 days after this, captain Standish, 
with sixteen men, went on shore -to expbre 
the country. They had not gone iar before 
they saw five or six Indians, who immediately 
ran off into the woods, and were soon out of 
sight. Presently they came to some fields 
where corn had grown. They saw some 
heaps of sand, and due mto them. They 
found several bushels of Indian com laid up in 
clean new baskets. They took part of it for 
their own use, intending to pay the owners for 
it if they could find them, which they did, 
some time afterwards. As they were walking 
through the woods, they found a young tree 
bent down over the path, and while Mr^ Wil- 
liam Bradford, who was afterwards governor, 
was looking at it to. see what it could be, he 
was suddenly caught by the leg and held 
fast It was a trap set by the Indians to catch 
deer. 

After sailing about in the bay several days, 
at length, on the 22d day of December, they 

When did they first see land ? What cape was it ? 
Who went on shore to see the country ? What did they 
see on shore? What did the Indians do when they saw 
them ^ What did they find laid up in the sand ? What 
did they do with it ? Did they ever pay the Indians for 
it ? What happened to Mr. Bradford ? What day did 
they land ? 
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landed at the place which is now called Phr- 
mouth. They called it Plymouth, after tne 
town in Engfamd, where they had found many 
kind friends. 

A few days before they landed, a child was 
bom on board the ship, which was named 
Ptrtgriney because it was bom in a foreign 
land. Pereerine means a foreigner, or stran- 
ger. This ^d, Peregrine WH^^hichwas 
the first Englishman bora m New England, 
lived to be an old man, and was in his 84th 
year when he died. Can you tell me, now, in 
what year he died ? 

The 22d of December, or Forefathers* 
day, as it is called, has been kept at Ply- 
mouth a ereat many years, in remembrance 
of die landing of our forefathers. Plymouth 
is about 40 miles soutli of Boston, and many 
people collect together from Boston and other 
places, to hear some one tell about the great 
and good men who began the setdement at 
New England. The 22d of December, 
1820, was the two hundredth anniversary of 
that event ; and people flocked tc^ether from 
all parts of the country to hear an oraticm by 
the Hon. Daniel Webster, which I hope you 

Why did they call it Plymouth ? What did they name 
the firat child who was llorn in New Enjjrland ? Wh/ 
did they call it Peregrine ? How old was he when be 
died, and what year did he die ? What is the 22d of 
December called ? When was the two hundredth anni- 
versary of our forefathers' landing ? Who delivered (be 
oration at that time ? How fiur is rlymouth from Boston f 
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vnil read wl^en you are old enough to under- 
stand it 



SECTION IX. • 

At the dme our forefathers landed at Ply- 
mouth, there were very few Indians in that 
place, or in the neighboring country. Nearly 
all of them had been destroyed by a dreadful 
sickness, which happened 3 or 4 years before*^ 
They went along the coast several miles, and 
saw a great many fields in which com had 
been planted ; but there were now no Indians 
to cultivate them. There was but one Indian 
alive of those who formerly had lived at Ply- 
mouth. He was not at home at the time of 
the sickness, and so escaped. His name was 
Tisquantum. 

About the beginning of January, they chose 
a spot of ground, and began to build houses. 
They divided themselves into nineteen fami- 
lies, and each family was to build its own 
house. The first building they erected was 
a small house, only 20 feet square, where 

What happened to the Indians a few years before 
Uiis time ? How many Indians were alive of those who 
formerly lived at Plymouth? What was his name? 
When did they begin to build houses? How many 
families did they divide themselves into ? What was 
the first house they built ? 
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the men employed in building used to lodge, 
whOe the women and children remained on 
board the ship. This was the first house built 
in New England. One day it took fire while 
Mr. Carver, who had been chosen governor, 
and Mr. Bradford, were sick in bed, and as the 
roof was thatched, that is, made of long grass 
mterwoven with the rafters, the fire spread so 
bat that they had hardly time to escape, with- 
out being blown up by the powder which was 
kept in it. 

When the weather permitted, the men 
were employed through the winter in build- 
bg their houses. As they had no shelter 
fix)m the weather, and were not used to be- 
ing exposed to such hardships, many of them 
became sick, and before warm weather returned, 
forty-five out of the 101 that came over togeth- 
er, were dead, and among them was governor 
Carver. It is related that the bodies of the 
dead were buried on the bank near the place 
where they first landed, and that for fear lest 
they should be dug up by the Indians, the 
graves were levelled and the ground sown 
with seed, so that they could not be dis- 
covered. 



Where did the women and children lodffe ? What 
happened one day when Mr. Carver and Mr. Bradford 
were sick ? How did the men employ themselves when 
the weather permitted ? How many of them died in 
consequence of exposure to wet and cold, before the 
warm weather returned ? 
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Many of you think, perhaps, that these 
good men must have been very discontented 
and unhappy in so uncomfortable a place, 
where they had so much to sufier ; and that, 

Eerhaps, they were sorry that they had ever 
{ft their pleasant homes in En^nd. But 
it was not so. They bore all their suf- 
ferings without complaining, and believed 
that God would be their friend, and take 
care of them, and make them prosperous 
and happy. They were very thankfiu that 
he had brought them to a place where they 
were free to worship him in the way they 
thought right, and that they had not been 
attacked by the savages, and all destroyed 
while they were too weak to defend them- 
selves. 



SECTION X. 

, They had been on shore three months 
without meeting with any of the natives of 
the country. At length, on the 27th of 
March, they saw an Indian coming directly 
towards them. He was naked, having only 
a leather apron around his waist, and was 
armed with a bow and arrows. As soon as 

Were they unhappy and discontented at having left 
England ? What were they thankful for ? How lonf 
was it before they saw any of the natires ? When did 
they first see one ? How w|ui he dressed and anned ? * 
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he reached the place where they were, he 
cried out, in broken language, "Welcome, 
Englishmen." They were much surprised 
when they found that he could talk English, 
of which he had learned a little from some 
English sailors he had met with. His name 
was Samoset, and he had com^ from Masassoit 
[pronounced M a-sas-so-it], the sachem or chief 
of the Wampanoags. The Wampanoags, or 
Pawkunnawkutts, as they were sometimes 
called, were a tribe of Indians which inhabited 
the southern par]t of Massachusetts, and were 
formerly very numerous. 

Samoset made them several friendly visits, 
and gave them much information about the 
country and the natives. In the beginning of 
April, Masassoit himself came, with his broth- 
er, and sixty warriors of his tribe, armed after 
their fashion, with bows and arrows. 

They halted on the top of a hill, where 
they could be seen by the English, while the 
sachem sent word that he wished diey would , 
send some one to speak with him. Mr. Edr 
ward Wmslow accordingly went, and carried 
some small presents which he thought WQuld 

"What did he say to them ? How had he learned Eng- 
Hah ? What was his name ? Who sent hun ? What 
part of Massachusetts did the Wampanoags inhabit ? 
What did Samoset ffite them information about ? Who 
came in the beginning of April to see them ? Where 
did Uiey halt, and what message did Masassoit send to 
the English ? Who went to Masassoit ? What present 
did he carry ? 
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I^ease the Indian chief. He told Masatsoil 
that the English wished to live m peace with 
him, and to be his friends. The sachem 
was much pleased with the presents, which 
were nothing more than a couple of knives, 
a copper chain, and a jewel, especially when 
he was told that they were sent him by the 
governor, as a mark of friendship. Masas- 
soit now wished to be introduced to the 
governor. Accordingly, Mr. Winslow con- 
sented to remain behind in the care of the 
Indians, to convince him that he could go 
with safety. Masassoit ' then took twenty of 
hb men, sul of whom threw down their bows 
and arrows, and descended the hill towards the 
town. 

When the English saw him coming in this 
friendly manner, they sent captain Standishi 
with six men, to conduct him to the governor. 
Masassoit was delighted with his reception. 
He had never been among civilized people 
before, and everything was new to him. He 
was particularly pleased with the drum and 
trumpet which were carried before the gov- 
ernor, and wanted that some of his men 

What did he say to him ? Why was Masassoit par- 
ticularly pleased with his present ? Who staid with the 
Indians while Masassoit went to be introduced to the 

Sovemor ? Who went with Masasspit ? What did they 
o with their bows and arrows ? Who did the En^rlish 
send to meet him l What was MastMsoit most pleated 
with? 

8 
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should take the trumpet into their hands and 
sound it. 



SECTION Xt. 

At this time Masassoit and the English made 
a trea^ of peace, and solemnly promised to be 
true friends to each other forever. Masassoit 
never broke hispromise, but remained a steady 
friend to the English, till his death in 1656. 
His eldest son, Alexandel*, who succeeded 
him, also lived in peace with the English; 
and the treaty was not broken till 1675, when 
Philip, his second son, became the leader of 
the tribe. 

Masassoit proved his friendship for the 
English on many occasions. He left two of 
his men at Plymouth, to teach them how to 
cultivate their fields after the Indian fashion } 
especially how to raise such large and beau- 
tiral ears of com, as they had found buried 
in the ground when they first landed, and 
which was very different from the com that 
grows in England. Every litde child in 

What did Masassoit and the English promise at ^is 
time ? Did Masassoit ever hreak his promise ? "When 
did he die ? Was Alexander a friend to the English P 
When was the treaty hroken, and who broke it ? How 
did Masassoit show his friendship ? What did he teach 
the English? Was their grain different ^m what 
grows in England ? 
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New England knows what kind of grain is. 
meant^and I hope will be able to tell firom 
what it has derived its name. 

Masassoit had so much influence over, the 
neighboring tribes, that nine of their sachems, 
in the course of that year, came to Plymouth, 
and promised to be friends to the English. 
About two years after this, Masassoit became 
dangerously sick. When governor Bradford 
heard of it, he was scary, and sent Mr. Wins- 
low to visit lum, and carry him such thme? 
as he thought would be useful to him. Mx. 
Winslow, with another gentleman from Lon-. 
don, Mr. John Hambden, and Hobomok, an 
Indian guide, set off for Pawkunnawkutt, where 
Masassoit lived. This place lay south-west 
about 40 miles from Plymouth, at the head 
of Nairaganset bay. They found him alive, 
but yery ill. Hb sight was gone, and he 
had not been able to swallow anything for 
two days. But he was very glad wh6n he 
was told that his friend Mr. winslow bad 
come so far to see him. He took hold of 
his band, and said, "Ah, Winslow, I shall 

What kind of ffrain is meant ? How many of their 
sachems promised to be friendly to the English ? What 
happened about two years after this ? What did govern- 
or Bradford do when he heard Masassoit was sick? 
Who went with Mr. Winslow ? What was the name of 
the place where Masassoit lived ? How far from Ply- 
mouth ? at the head of what bay ? How did they find 
MtMMoit? Was he glad to see Mr. Winslow ? What 
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never see thee again !" After he had taken 
some of the cordials add refreshments which 
-the governor had sent him, he revived, and 
was able to talk with them. He thanked them 
for being so good to him, and said, " Now I 
see the English are my friends, and whilst J 
livej I will never forget the kindness they have 
shown me." You may learn from this, chil- 
dren, that Indians have tender and grateful 
feelmgs as well as white people. And why 
should they not ? for they are our brethren ;. 
SB we read in the Bible that ^^ God made of one- 
Uood, all natbns." 



ECTION XII. 

Before they took their leave, Masassoit call- 
ed Hobomok to him, and told him that many 
Indian, tribes had agreed together to destroy 
the English, and that they had just sent to him 
to join them, but he refused. It was vdry 
kind in him to give the EngEsh this warning. 
If he had not done it, the Indians might have 
come upon them suddenly, and killed them 
all. 

Ten or twelve years after this, Mr. Wins- 



did he say to him ? . What effect did the cordials haT» 
which the ^orernor sent him? What did he say? 
What may we learn from this ? What did Masassoit 
tell Hobomok ? 
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low, on his return fix)m New York, where he 
had been to trade with the Dutch, who set- 
tled that place, made another visit to his friend 
Masassoit. Hef had left his vessel m Nam- 

Sanset bay, intendbg to walk to Plyaouth* 
fasassoit offered to go with him, and they set 
off together through the wilderness. Just 
before they set oft, he sent one of his men 
privately to Plymouth, with directions to tell 
the governor that Mr. Winslow was dead. 
When they arrived, they found the people 
all lamenting for him, supposing him to be 
dead. They were greatly rejoiced to see him 
alive and well ; and on asking Masassoit the 
reason of sending such a message, he said, 
" That Mr. Winslow might be more welcome 
when he came home." Masassoit died in a 
good old age, and will always be remembered 
as the faithful friend and ally of the first set- 
tlers of Plymouth. For some time before he 
died he commonly went by the name of Woo- 
samequin. 

When did Mr. Winslow visit Masassoit again? 
Where had he been ? What people first settled New 
Tork ? What message did Masassoit send to the gOT- 
ernor just before they set out? Why did he send such 
a strange message ? What was Masassoit called before 
he died ? 

8* 
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SECTION XIII. 



There were many other tribes of Indians iff 
New England besides the Wampanoags, of 
whom 1 have given an account: Among the 
most powerful of these were the Narrhagansetts 
and the Piquots. 

The Narriiagansetts lived in what is now 
the state of Rhode Island, and were governed 
hy the great sachem Canonicus. After the 
English had begun the colony of Plymouth, 
and had made a treaty of peace with Masas- 
soit, Canonicus, who loved war better than 
peace, sent to Plymouth a bundle of arrows 
tied up with a snake skin. This was to sig- 
nify to tliem that he was not afraid of them, 
and that he wished to fight with tliem. He 
had heard that there were but few English, 
and he knew diat he had many thousands of 
brave soldiers under him. But the governor 
of Plymouth determined to sho\^ him that 
the English were as brave as he. So he 
sent back the snake skin 611ed with powder 
and bullets, to signify, that if he wished to 
jht the English, tliey were ready to meet 



What other powerful tribes of Indians were there 
besides tlie Wampanoagrs ? Where did the Narrhagan- 
setts live ? Who was their sachem ? What did he 
send to the English afler he found they had made a 
treaty of peace with Masassoit ? What did the gov- 
ernor send him in return ? 
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him. The Indians understood what was meant 
by the powder and bullets, and thought it pru- 
dent not to make war upon men who showed 
so much spirit. Accordmgly, they refused to 
receive the articles sent, but conveyed them 
back to Plymouth as soon as possible. After 
this, they remained at peace with the EInglish 
many years. 



SECTION XIV. 

The setdement which was begun in 1620, in 
the manner I have related, continued to pros- 
per. But it was not till 1629, that the friends 
they had left in Holland came over to join 
them. And then only a part of them were 
able to come. Their excellent minister, Mr. 
Robinson, had died four years before, in 1625, 
which was a great grief and disappointment to 
all his friends. 

Plymouth Colony, or, as it is sometimes 
called, the Old Colony, now forms a part of 
Massachusetts. For more than 70 years, or 
till 1692, it remained a separate colony, hav- 
ing governors and laws of its own. At that 

When did their friends in Holland come over to this 
country ? When did Mr. Rohinson dio ? What is Ply- 
mouth Colony sometimes called ? How long did it re- 
main a separate colony ? Till what year ? 
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period it was united to the MussachuietU Coh^ 
m/y of which I shall presendy give you an ac- 
count. 

The first governor of Plymouth Colony was 
John Carver, who lived but a few months after 
he was chosen into office. He was succeeded 
by William Bradford, who was so much esteem^ 
ed by the people, that they made him governor . 
almost every year till he died, which was 35 
years afterwards. 

The other persons who were most distin- 
guished among the first setders of Plymouth, 
were William 6rewster, a ruling elder of the 
church, who, as they had no minister, used to 
preach to* the people every Sunday, till they 
could obtain one, w^hich was not till about ten 
years afterwai'ds ; Edward Winslow, afterwards 
governor of the colony; and captain Miles 
Standish, a brave soldier, sometimes called " the 
Hero of New England." 

Who was the first governor of Plymouth Colony ? 
How long did he live? Who succeeded him? How 
long after this did he die ? In what year did he die ? 
What persons wer6 most distinguished among the first ' 
settlers? Who was afterwards governor? Who is 
called the Hero of Now England ? 
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MA8SACHUSETTS COLONY. 



SECTION XT. 

It is said by somey that the Dame JlfoMoc&tfr- 
9Ctts is derived from Masassoiti the English- 
man's friend. This is not correct It is the 
name which belonged to a tribe of Indians near 
Boston. As that part of the country was first 
settled by the English, they continued to call 
it by its hdlan name, and toe colony Was soon 
known by that name. 

After the settlement of Plymouth, by a 
company of English Puritans, their friendls in 
England thought a great deal about them, and 
about the country to which they had gone. At 
length, in 1627, a number of them began 
to talk of coming over to live in some part 
of New England, where they could find a 
suitable place. The next year they sent Mr. 
John Endicott, who was afterwards, govern- 
or, to begin a plantation at Salem, near Bos- 
ton. He landed there on the 6th of Sep- 
tember, 1628. A few huts had been built 
■ ■ ■ — < , 1 

What do some people say Uie word Massaeku9eU$ ia 
d«riTed from? !■ this correct? What is it named 
from ? Who came over from England to setUe at Sa- 
lem ? When did he land there ? 
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there before he came, fay Roger Conaat and 
others, from Plymouth Colony, and some per- 
sons from Dorchester, in England. The next 
year, Francis Higginson, the first minister of 
Salem, was sent over, wkh 200 others, to 
assist in founding a colony. At the time tliey 
arrived, there were but six houses, beside the 
governor's, in the place ; and they suffered so 
much for want of comforts, the following 
winter, that more than 80 died before the 
spring. Thus you see that the condition of 
the first setders of Salem was much like that 
of their friends at Plymouth. In both cases, 
they found the country wild and uncultivated ; 
they had no houses to shelter theno, and they 
suffered much for want of suitable food and 
clothbg. 

In 1630,#fiiieen hundred persons came over 
in 17 ships, and among them John Winthrop, 
the first governor of the colony. When 
they arrived, they found their firiends at Sa- 
lem in a very wretched condition. Many of 
them were sick, and they had not food 
enough to last more^ than a fortnight longer. 
Mr. Wmthrop did not like the place so well 

Who had huilt some huts there before he came ? Who 
was sent over the next year ? How many cif tbem died 
before the next spring ? In what respects was their 
situation like the first settlers at Plymouth ? How many 
ships came over in 1630 ? Who came in them ^ Hoyr 
did they find their friends at Salem ? 
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as he expected, and with some others he set 
off on foot through the wilderness, to look out 
for a more pleasant place for building a town. 
They travelled about twenty miles, when 
they came to the mouth oi Charles river. 
This place they liked better than Salem, and 
concluded to remove thither with their com- 
pany and goods. This {dace is now Charles- 
town. Some of them, however, with Mr. 
Winthrop, chose to go over to the peninsula 
on the south side of the river, then called 
Shawmut, where is now the rich and beauti- 
ful city of Boston. Some went to other 
places near Boston, and began settlements 
in Roxbury, Dorchester, Cambridge, and 
Watertown. 



SECTION XVI. 

Many of those who came* with governor 
Winthrop were persons who had been rich, 
and had lived in handsome houses in Eng- 
land, and had never known hardship or want. 
Here they had to lodge, at first, in the open 

. ^ Why did Mr. Winthrop leave this place ? Where 
did they remore to? What is the present name of the 
place ? Where did Mr. Winthrop ^o ? What was the 
name of the peninsula, and what is its name now ? 
What other places did they settle f What kind of per- 
sons were many of those who camo over with governor 
Winthrop ? 
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airy or in fittle huts, which were not suffi- 
cient to Iceep out the wet and cold. In con- 
sequence or these hardships, so many as 200 
of the number that left En^and in the spring 
died before the next Deceml^r. Among this 
number was Mr. Isaao Johnson, one of the 
chief men of the Massachusetts Colony. 
He died in Boston, and was buried on his 
own land, near the place where the stone 
chapel now stands; and so much was he 
beloved by the people, that many made it 
their dying request to be buried near him. 
Hence the ground was reserved for a bury- 
ing-(dace. 

It was in honor of him that the new court* 
house in the rear of this burying-ground, was 
named Johnson HaU. His wife, the lady 
Arbella, also died in Salem, a few months be- 
fore. She was the daughter of an English 
nobleman, the earl of Ldncoln, and was cele- 
brated for her, virtues and accomplishments. 
In honor of her, the ship in which governor 
Winthrop came over, was called the Lady 
ArbeUa. 

The next winter was cold, and they had 

so little com, that they were obliged to live 

III I ^1^————————— II . 

. How many died before the next winter, in conie- 
qnence of their hardships ? Who was amonff the num- 
herf Where was he baried? Why did oUier people 
wish to be buried near him ? What building was named 
in honor of him P What is said about his wife ? 
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upon acorns, ground nuts, and shell fish, h 
their distress they thought it was proper to ask 
God to help them ; and the governor appointed 
a day for a public fast, that the people might 
come together and humble themselves before 
God, and entreat him to grant them relief. 
But, before the day came, they were made 
happy by the arrival of a ship loaded with pro- 
visions ; so they made the day a thanksgiving 
instead of a fast. 

The principal persons who aided in founding 
the Massachusetts Cokmy, were Governor Win- 
throp, Sir Richard Saltonstall, Mr. Johnson, 
Grovernor Endicott, Governor Dudley, R^v. 
John Wilson, first minister of Boston, and Rev. 
John Cotton, his colleague, who had been min- 
ister of Boston in England. Besides these 
there were many among the first settlers of 
Massachusetts Colony, who were distingubhed 
for their wisdom and virtues. 



SUCTION XVII. 

When you read about the good men who 
came to live in New England, you must not 

^ ; ' 

What were they obliged to lire upon the next win- 
ter? Wh&t did they think it was proper to do in their 
diitresB ? Why did they change the fast into a thanks- 
giving ? Who were the principal peraons who Ibnnded 
the litoasachusettB Colony? 
9 
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think that all were good. Some were bad men, 
and did a great deal of mischief, as you will 
find when you read the lai^er histories of New 
England. But idle and mischievous people 
did not like the country well enouch to stay in 
it, if they could get away. Fox if they staid 
they were obliged to labor, and if they did 
wrone they were punished. Such people 
would rather live where they could do as they 
pleased. 

Some of those who came returned back to 
England, and others removed to a distance in 
the wilderness, choosing rather to live among 
the savages, than where they were obliged to 
work and obey good laws. 

But most of those who remained were men 
who feared God, and endeavored to live a 
good life, so that they might please him; 
and you should be thankful for all the good 
things which they did to make this a happy 
country. 

It was not long before our forefathers had 
other sufierings to bear besides sickness, and 
cold, £uid hunger. In 1637, the Pequot war 
began. The Pequots lived near the river 
Thames, in the south-eastern part of Con- 
necticut. They were a very fierce and war- 
Were all who came over to this country ffood men ? 
Why did not idle and mischievous people hke to stay 
here ? What became of them ? When did the Pequot 
war begin ? Where did the Pequots live ? 
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like tribe of Indians, governed by the sachem 
Sassacus [pronounced Sas-siH^usl. Some 
English people had, a short time before the 
war began, come from Massachusetts, to build 
towns on the Connecticut river. At one time, 
one hundred persons, men, women, and 
children, set out together from Newtown, now 
Cambridge, near Boston, and travelled on 
fixit a hundred miles through the woods, 
where there were no houses nor roads, till 
they came to the banks of the Connecticut 
river, where they founded the city of Hartford. 
They took with them one hundred and sixty 
cattle, and lived principally on the milk of the 
cows during the journey, which lasted 14 
days. Others went to Windsw, and Weathers- 
field, and Saybrook, and began settlements 
in those places. 



SECTION XVIII. 



The Pequots were not pleased to hear that 
white men had come to live so near them, 
and did all they could to trouble them. 
They used to skulk about in the woods near 
the English setdements on Connecticut river ; 

Who were they governed by ? Who founded the 
city of Hartford ? uiye an account of their journey. 
What other towns did they build on Connecticut river? 
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and, whenever they could, they stole their 
goods and killed their people. The English 
were alarmed, and sent word to their firiendb in 
Massachusetts and Plymouth, to come and assist 
them to punish the treacherous Indians. The 
Pequots were not so strong as they had former- 
ly been, when, it is said, they had 4000 waniors. 
D\xX they had now 700 brave soldiers, command- 
ed by Sassacus, who had 26 inferior chie& un- 
der him. 

The English determined to destroy the 
whole of this tribe, thmking, I suppose, that 
they should never be safe while a treacher- 
ous enemy lived so near them. I am sorry 
to say, that our forefathers, though good 
men, sometimes treated the poor ignorant 
savages with too much severity, as in the 
instance I am about to relate. The settlers 
on Connecticut river raised a company of 
90 men, under captain John Mason, who sailed 
down the river iirom Hartford, accompanied 
by a party of Mohegan Indians, under the 
sachem iJncas, who offered to go and help 
' them. Two other Indian chiefs, Miantonimon 
and Nmnigret, with 500 of the Narrhagansett 
tribe, also joined them on their march through 



How did the Pequots treat the English ? How many 
soldiers had the requots formerly f How many had 
they now? What did the English determine to do? 
How many men did they raise to go against the Pe- 
quots? Who was their captain? What Indian chiefii 
went with him ? 
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the countij. The Narrhagansetts, you vnSl 
recollect, kved west of Narrba^nsett bay, in 
what is now the state of Rhode Island. Mian- 
tcmimoh was now the chief sachem, in place 
of bis uncle Canonicus, who was too old to 
fight 

The Pequots were collected tc^etber in two 
strong forts, where they thought they should be 
safe. One of their forts was near Mystic river, 
where there were about five or six hundred 
Indians. The rest of the tribe, under Sassacus, 
were at New London. 

The English, with their Indian allies, march- 
ed direcdy to the former place. But before 
they arrived, the Narrhagansett Indians almost 
all deserted them, as they were afraid to fight 
against the Pequots, whose chief they used to 
say was all one as God. The Mohegans, also, 
kept behind, and only staid to look on to see 
the English fight. 

Captain Mason with his men rushed into the 
fort, and after killing many of the enemy, set 
fire to the wigwams which contained the old 
men, women and children, who were thus all 
burnt to death. Only seven Indians escaped, 
and seven were taken alive ; all the otiiers, 
amounting to five or six hundred, perished in 
tliis dreadful fight 

Soon after this, the English attacked the 

Where were the Pequots collected? Why did the 
Nanliaffansett Indians desert the English ? What did 
*>ie MoBeffans do ? Give an account of the battle. 

9* 
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rest of the Pequots, who were collected to- 
gether in a swamp at Fairfield, in the south- 
west part of Connecticut. Here, too, the sav- 
ages were defeated, and nearly aU slam. Sas- 
sacus fled to the Mohawks, and -was put to 
death by them. 7!liis defeat put an end to 
the Pequot war. 



SECTION XIX. 

About this time Mr. Roger Williams bought 
a plantation at Providence. He first came 
to Salem, and was chosen to be pastor of the 
church m that place. But being persecuted 
for his religious opinions, he removed out of 
the colony to the place called Rehobeth. 
Finding that this place was claimed by the 
Plymouth Colony, he crossed over the river, 
and lived among the Indians. The Indians 
treated him kindly, so that he concluded to 
build a town in diat place, which he called 
Providence, because God had provided so 
weU lor him m his exile. This was the be- 
ginning of Rhode Island and Providence 
Plantation. 

Where did the English attack the rest of the Pequots ? 
What became of Sassacus ? Who began a plantation at 
Providence ? Why did he leave Salem ? How was he 
treated by the Indians? Why did he call the place 
Providence ? 
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A settlement was begun about the stme 
time near Portsmouth, New Hampshiie, hy 
sir Ferdinand Gorges and captain John Ma« 
son, and another hj the former of these 
gentlemen, at York, in the state of Maine, 
which he called, after his own name, Cror- 
geana. 

In 1638, a settlement was begun at New 
Haven, then called Quinnipiak. The prin* 
cipal persons among the founders of this 
colony were Mr. Eaton, the first governor of 
the colony, Mr. Hopkins, afterwards governor 
of Connecticut, and Mr. Davenport, their min- 
ister. 

Thus, in 17 years from the landing of our 
forefathers at rlymouth, five colonies were, 
planted in New England; namely, Plymouth 
and Massachusetts cobnies, Connectic|it and 
New Haven colonies,, anothq; at Rhode Isl- 
and, called Rhode Island and Providence 
Plantation, besides the settlements in New 
Hampshire and Maine. 

Five years after this tliere were in all the 
colonies 50 towns and villages, and between 30 
and 4t) houses of public worship. 



Who began a settlement near Portsmouth, New Hamp- 
shire ? Who began a settlement at York, in Maine? 
When was New Haren first settled ? Who were the 
principal persons amQOg the founders of the colony «f 
New Haven ? How many colonies were planted in 
New England within 17 years ? How many townS| and 
villages^ and churches were there ? 
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About this time Hahrard College was 
imiDcled at Newtown, now Cambridge. At 
first it was no more than a public grammar 
school, but in 1639 Mr. John Harvard, the 
minister of Cbarlestown, died, and eave near- 
ly all his property to this school. The school 
now became a college, and in {lonor of its 
benefiiotor was caUed Harvard, and the name 
of the town changed firom Newtown to Cam- 
bridge, after one of the universities of Eng- 
land. 

The first commencement m Harvard College 
was in 1642. Connecticut and New Haven 
colonies were united in 1662, and Pljrmouth 
and Massachusetts in 1692, and have been 
united ever since. 



SECTION XX. 



I suppose you will now like to hear more 
- about the Indians. But it is a sad account 
which I am about to give of the buminc of 
towns and the slaughter of many of the inhab- 
itants. This took place in king Philip's war, 
as it is commonly called. 

^ ~~~ n IT MB^^ ^m -» ■ ■ ■! ^Bl ■■■■■■ I JIM ■ 11 ■ ^ 

When wu Harvard College founded ? Why was it 
«aUed Harrard ? When was the first commencement 
in Haxrard college ? When were Connecticut and New 
Haven colonies united ? When were Plymouth and 
Massachusetts colonies united ? 
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MasfUBOit, the Englishman's friend, had a 
number of children, among whom were Warn- 
sutta and Metacom, or, as they were named 
by the English, Alexander and rhilip. Alex- 
ander was the eldest, and succeeded his &ther 
as leader of the tribe. Not long after Masaa- 
soit's death, the English began to suspect that 
his son Alexander was endeavoring to stir up 
the Narrhagansetts to make war upon them. 
Accordindy they sent Mr. Winslow to bring 
him to Plymouth to examine him about it. 
Alexander was very unwiUing to go, and al- 
though he was at last persuaded to go, it made 
him so unhappy that he fell sick and died be- 
fore his return. 

Philip, his younger brother, succeeded 
lum, and was tne last prince of this once 

S)werful tribe. Philip was m the prime of 
e, a stout, strong, and bold man, and veiy 
ambitious. He was jealous of the English 
because he saw they were growing strone, 
while the Indians were becomme weak. He 
therefore tried to persuade all the Indian 
tribes in New England to join together and 
to destroy the English. It was not long be- 
fore his design began to be suspected by the 
English, and he was sent for to Plymouth 

Who were the sons of Masassoit ? What wore their 
English names ? What is related of Alexander ? What 
is said of Philip ? Why was he jealous of the English? 
What did he try to do ? What did the English do ? 
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to five aa account of his conduct. He went 
and excused himself as well as he could, and 
tried to persuade the English that he was in- 
nocent. But he soon showed himself to be 
a very artful and dangerous enemy. An In- 
dian by the name of John Sausaman had just 
before this time deserted fh)m him, and gone 
over to the English. It was he that told the 
English of Philip's designs. Philip determmed 
to punish him as a traitor. He sent some of 
his men after him, who murdered him, and 
threw his body mto a pond. Three of the 
murderers were discovered and executed for 
the murder. Philip was very angry at this» 
and immediately began the war he had long 
been preparing. 



SECTION XXI. 

» 

On the 24th of June, 1675, eight or nine 
persons were killed by the Indians at Swanzey, 
m the southern part of Massachusetts. As 
aooa as the English heard of this, they sent 
out a number of soldiers to fight with the 
Indians.' In a short time they drove the 

Who told the English of Philip's designs ? How did 
Philip punish him r What was done with the persons 
that killed Sausaraan ? When and whore did the war 
begin ? What did the English do when they heard that 
Philip had begun the war? 
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Indians into a swamp, which they surrounded 
in order to prevent ouiers from escaping. They 
meant to keep them shut up in tnis swamp, 
till they should be forced by hunger to surren- 
der themselves as prisoners to the English. 
But Philip was too cunning for them, and it 
was not long before they found he had escaped 
and gone into the ^ipmuc country, in the south- 
em part of Worcester coimty, in Massachu- 
setts. 

Having engaged the Nipmuc and other In- 
dians to join him, he marched through the 
country, ouming the houses and killing the in- 
habitants or canying them into captivity. 

Much mischief was done by the Indians in 
several towns on Connecticut river. All the 
houses in Noithfield, and several m Deer- 
field, were burnt to the ground, and many 
inhabitants and soldiers were shin. It was 
in the latter place that a fine company of 
young men, under captain Lothrop, were 
attacked by 700 Indians, and all excepting 
seven or eight were slain. The place where 
they were killed was called Bloody brook, 
afterwards Muddy brook, in the south part of 
Deerfield. 

While Philip was thus engaged on Con- 

_ , ■ 

To what place did Philip escape? Where ii the 
Nipmuc country ? What did Philip do ? What towns 
were attacked hj the Indiani? What happened to 
eaptain Liothrop*! company f 
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necticut river, the English sent an army of 
1000, under the command of governor Wins- 
low, against the Narraghansett Indians, who 
were suspected of encouraging Philip to make 
war upon them. 

It was in the latter part of December, when 
the weather was extremely cold, and the 
ground was covered with snow, that this 
army marched mto the southern part of the 
state of Rhode Island, where the Indians 
had collected together in a large swamp. 
The English marched through the swamp 
till they came to the fort, m the middle. 
There was only one place where they could 
enter, and this was bravely defended by the 
Indians within. Some of the English, how- 
ever, rushed into the fort at this opening, and 
ax captains, and many of their men, were shot 
down, and the rest were driven back by the 
Indians. The battle lasted three hours, when 
at last the English gained possession of the 
fort, and set fire to the wigwams which con- 
tained the women and children, naany of 
whom perished in the flames. This was the 
celebrated Swamp Fight, as it is called ; and 
although the English gained the victory, they 
had to number the loss of many brave cap- 
tains and soldiers. Eighty-five English, and 

How many men did the English send against the 
Narrhagansetts ? To what place did they march? Give 
in account of the Swamp Fight. 



109 



as many, it is supposed, as 1000 Indians (be- 
sides women and children), were killed in thi» 
bloody fight 

The Narrhaeansett Indians that escaped, 
fled into the Nipmuc country to join king 
Philip. 



SECTION XXII. 



In Febniarv, 1676, an army of 1500 In- 
dians, under Philip, attacked Lancaster, where 
they killed or took prisoners as many as fifty 
of the inhabitants, and burnt the houses to the 
ground. 

Among the prisoners was Mrs. Rowlandson, 
the wife of the mmister of this place, who 
was forced to follow the savages on foot 
through the snow many mfles into the wil- 
derness, carrying in her arms a sick child. 
Several other towns were destroyed by the 
savages durmg the winter and following 
spring. The meedng-faouse and many dwell- 
ing-houses in Marlborough, half of Medfield, 
part of Weymouth, Rehobeth, and Provi- 
dence, and several other towns, nearly the 
whoje of Groton and Warwick, were destroy- 
ed, and many of the inhabitants killed. A 

What bacame of the Narrhagansett Indians that ei« 
caped ? Give an account of the destruction of Iiane^*. 
ter. What other towns were attacked bj the Indians ? 
10 
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company of soldiers, under captain Wadsworth, 
was attacked by a large party of Indians in 
Sudbury, and the captain, with most of his 
men, slain. 

But the Indians now began to grow weak 
and discouraged. A large party of them were 
defeated in May, near Greenfield, and 300 
killed. Thb was called the Fall Fight, be- 
cause it took place near the falls of Connecti- 
cut river. Some time before this, the chief 
sachem of the Narrhagansetts was tak^i and 
put to death. The name of this chief was 
Canonchet, or Nanuntenoo, son of the great 
Miantonomoh. The English promised him his 
life on condition that he would not fight against 
them any more. But he would not accept it 
on that condition, and chose rather to die than 
to desert his fiiend king Philip. When he was 
told that it was determined to put him to death, 
he said, ^' I like it well ; I shsJl die before my 
heart is soft, or I have spoke anything unwor- 
thy myself." 

In the summer, Philip retired to his native 
seat on Mount Haup, m Bristol. Here he 
found that many of his fi-iends had been killed 
or had surrendered to the English. But there 

Where were captain Wadsworth and his men alain ? 
How many Indians were killed at the Fall Fi^ht P 
Why is it called the Fall Fight ? Give an account of 
Canpnchet) the chief sachem of the Narrhagansetts. 
Where did Philip retire in the summer ? 
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were a few who stood by him till the last, and 
he was detennined rather to die than to submit 
to the English. 

He was now hunted from place to place, and 
could find no rest. About the middle of Au- 
gust his uncle and sister, and the next day his 
wife and son, a lad about 9 years of age, were 
taken prisoners and carried to Plymouth. 
Philip himself did not long survive. On the 
23d of August, being driven into a swamp by a 
party of men under captain Church, he was 
shot dead by one of his own men who deserted 
from him. 

Soon after this event, his great captains, 
Anawon and Tispiquin, were ts^ken prisoners, 
and, I am sorry to say, crueUy put to death. 
Many of the other prisoners, and among them 
Philip's little son, were sent to the West Indies 
and sold for slaves. 



SECTION XXIII. 

The death of Philip and his chief captains 
put an end to the war. Although, the war 
lasted little more than a year, it had caused 
the destruction of most of the Indians who 

What happened about the middle of August ? When 
and by whom was Philip killed? What became of 
Philip 8 great captains ? What was done with the other 
prisoners and his little son? How longdid the war 
fast ? 
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had engaged in it, and of more than 600 of the 
English. There were only alibut 60,000 in- 
habitants at this time in the whole of New 
England, and it is supposed that it cost them 
more than 300,000 dollars to carry on the war. 
Besides this, 12 or 15 towns -were destroyed, 
and about 600 buildings burnt. 

Although the deam of Philip put an end 
to the war, the Indians continued to trouble the 
English for many years afterwards. Some- 
times they joined with the French who lived 
in Canada, and came into the English settle- 
ments, and caused much terror and distress 
to the people. The inhabitants of many 
towns were obliged to build earrisons or 
strong houses, where they used to collect 
togetner in order to defend themselves against 
the Indians, and when the men went out to 
work in the fields, they took their guns with 
them, ill case th'ey should be suddenly at- 
tacked. 

But the Indians were sometimes too cun- 
ning or too strong for them. Many. of the 
English were killed and scalped, and many 
others were taken alive and carried into the 

How m&nj of the Indians and English were killed ? 
How many inhabitants were there at this time in New 
England ? How much did it cost to cany on the war ? 
How many towns and buildings were desl;royod ? How 
did the Indians trouble the English after the end of this 
war? What were the EngUA obligodtodo? What 
became of many of the £n|pish. 
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ivilderness, where some of them remain^ 
many years, and learned to live as the In- 
dians da But the Indians ccwtinued to grow 
weaker and weaker every year, while the 
English became stronger. At last, almost 
aU the Indians in New England were de- 
stroyed, or w^t to other phces, and the 
English were suffered to live many years in 
peace. 



SECTION XXIV. 

The first settlers of New Eneland were 
hitherto called English, not onfy^ because 
they came from England, but because they 
Rved under English laws, and belonged to 
die English nation; now they belong to the 
United States of America, and are caUed 
Americans. The Umted States were once 
British provmces; now they are a great and 
independent nation. All of you have heard 
of Independent Day, and know that it comes 
on the 4th of July. It is called Independent 
Day, because on that day, in the year 1776, 
the United States declared themselves mde- 
pendent; that is, they resolved that they 
would no longer live under the English gov- 

Why were the iint settlers of New England called 
English ? What were the United States once ? Why 
is the 4th of July caUed Independent Day P 

10* 
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enuaent, but would have such a government as 
thev pleased. 

The reason why they did this was, that the 
English government made v^ unjust laws, 
and sent over an army to force the people to 
obey ^m. This led to a long and bloody 
war, which began with the battle of X^exington, 
Apnl 19tfa, 1775, and lasted till 1783, and is 
called the Revolutionary war. 

General George Washington was the com- 
mander in chief of all the American forces 
in this war, and by hb wisdom and in- 
tegrity, he became the savior of his coim- 
tiy. He was afterwards, in 1789, chosen 
president of the United States, which (^ce 
ne held eight years, when he retired to his 
seat at Mount Vernon, in Virginia, where he 
died in 1799. 



SECTION XXV. 

At the commencement of the Rev<dulioii- 
ary war, there were only two or three mil- 
lions of inhabitants in the United States. 
Now there are more than twelve millioDs. 

Why did they declure themselves independent ? 
When did the Revolutionary war begin? How long 
did it last ? Who was the commander in chief of the 
Americans ? When was he chosen president ? Where 
did ne retire f When did he die ? How many inhab- 
itants were there in the United States at the beginning 
of the war ? How many are there now ? 
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When the dechtradon of independence 
was made in 1776, the number of states in 
the Union was only thirteen ; now there are 
twenty-four, besides several large territo- 
ries. 

Twenty-five years ago, or till 1804, the river 
Mississippi was the western boundary of the 
United States ; now the United States' terri- 
tory extends from the Atlantic to the Pacific 
ocean. 

Till 1821, the United States was bounded 
on the south by East and West Florida ; now 
it extends to the gulf of Mexico. The country 
west of the Mississippi was purchased of France, 
in 1804, for 15 millions of dollars, and East, 
anu West Florida were purchased of Spain, in 
1821, for five millions. 

Since the Revolutionary war, the country 
has epjoyed much prosperity, and the United 
States of America are now a great and power- 
ful nation. There have been seven different 



How many states were there at the time of the dec- 
laration of independence ? How many are there 
now ? What was the western boundary of the United 
States in 1804 ? How far do the United SUtes extend 
now ? What was the southern boundary of the United 
States in 1821 ? What is it now ? Of whom was the 
country west of the Mississippi purchased ? What was 
given for it ? Of whom was East and West Florida 
purchased ' What was given for it ? What has been 
the situation of the United States since the Revolution- 
ary war? 
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ftm&sats at the United Stated since tlie adop- 
tkn of the Federal Constitution int I78§; 
namd^, George Washington, John Adams, 
Thomas Jefierson, James Madison, James 
Monroe, John Quincy Adams, and Andrew 
JiudESon, who was made president m 1829. 
Of these, John Adams and Thomas Jefferson 
died on the 4tfa of July, 1826, just 50 years 
after the declaration of independence, in 1776 ; 
and James Monroe died the 4th of July, 18SL 
Afld now, deu* children, allow me to hope 

, that what is contained in this litde book, will 
xaaks you anxious to become better acqusunted 
witii me history of your country, and of the 
worid ; and especially diat, when yon consider 
how much our forefathers su£&rea, in order to 

• procure a quiet home for themselves and their 
children, and how much they did to make dns 
a happy land, you will resolve to venerate their 
memory, wad to imitate their virtues. 

How many preffidents have there been? Nama 
them. 
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